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Our outstanding citizens

Photos by Debra Lo Guercio

TheWinters Chamber of Com-

merce honored the outstand-
ing citizens and business of
2006 at the annual Year in Re-

view celebration, held at the

Community Center on Satur-
day, Jan. 20.

At left, Citizen of the Year

Charles Wallace and his wife,
Sherri, display some of the
honors hereceived,including
proclamations from the city,
county, and California state as-
sembly.Wallace was “roasted”
by his“friend” John Pickerel
and last year’s Citizen of the
Year, Harold Anderson.
Below, Mayor Woody Fridae
reads city proclamations for
(from left) the Theodore Win-

ters Award winners Diane and

Keith Cary, Bob Pisani, owner
of Pisani’s Service, the Busi-
ness of theYear, and Pat Jor-
dan,the Senior Citizen of the

year.

Youth Day theme chosen

Ahoy, Matey! Time to get
your sword shined and
your knickers clean, the
Youth Day committee has
chosen a theme. The 71st
annual Winters Youth Day
Committee has chosen
“Youth, Ahoy” as the
theme for the April 28 cel-
ebration.

Pamela Hill of Winters
will receive the $100 prize

for sending in the winning
theme, which will be used
for all things Youth Day
thisyear.

Applications for booths
and the parade will soon
be available. Watch the
Winters Express for more
information or contact
Mike Sebastian, mjkase-
bastian@aol.com or 795-
2091.
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Included in this week's issue are
advertising inserts from:
Longs Drugs, Lorenzo’s Market,
Donaldson Flooring, Pizza Factory,
NHance, Round Table, Pearson’s,
Vavaville Appliance Center

(Supplements are sent to Winters,
Woodland, Davis, Capay Valley, Dixon,
Vacaville and Fairfield.)

Weather readings are taken
at 9 a.m. each day, covering
the previous 24 hour period.

Date Rain Hi Lo
Jan. 17 .03 53 30
Jan. 18 62 38
Jan. 19 61 31
Jan. 20 60 31
Jan. 21 68 42
Jan. 22 63 33
Jan. 23 65 30

Rain for week: .03
Season’s total: 4.95
Last year to date: 18.05
Average to Jan. 23: 11.54

Developer asks
for flexibility

By ELLIOT LANDES
Staff writer

City contract planner
Heidi Tschudin intro-
duced a discussion of city
policies at the city council
meeting on Jan. 16.
Tschudin said staff want-
ed direction from the
council because of ques-
tions raised by the appli-
cant of Village on the Park,
a 75 unit subdivision
planned on the east side of
Railroad Avenue north of
Winters Self Storage. This
was not a public hearing of
Village on the Park, and
Tschudin said she was
seeking a general discus-
sion that would apply to
all applicants. She said
the applicant is strongly
challenging city policies.

Tschudin was seeking
direction on the following
policies:

~ The city requires no
approval of a project in a
flood zone until the city
has in place a city wide de-
sign solution to the flood
problem and a fee pro-
gram. An exception can be
made, as was done with
the Highlands project,

that allows the developer
to produce an engineered
solution specific to the
project, but the city would
require a development
agreement for this. The
Village on the Park pro-
ject would like to offer an
on-site solution without a
development agreement.

~ Staff supports rental
units being builtin the R-4
zone. as opposed to condo-
minium ownership units.
The applicant is arguing
that “multi-family” should
be defined as multiple at-
tached units, without stip-
ulating they be for rent.

~ Staff supports a high
density standard for the R-
4 zoning. The applicant
cites a discrepancy be-
tween the General Plan
and zoning regulations,
and would like density re-
quirements reduced to the
lower density that is re-
quired by the zoning regu-
lations.

~ Staff objects to flood
control features that dou-
ble as park land.

“So we are being asked
to confirm things that are

See COUNCIL on page A7

Textures closing its doors

By ELLIOT LANDES
Staff writer

Victoria Davis is closing
her store, Textures Rustic
Boutique, at 7 East Main
Street. She has been open
for ayear and a half.

The store sells gifts, dec-
orative arts, gourmet food,
and art. Davis is thankful
for the support she re-
ceived from her cus-

tomers, and says she loves
the town and the people
and is sorry to be closing
her doors. She will stay
open, selling merchandise
at one half off, until her in-
ventory is sold.

Textures is open
Wednesday to Friday, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday,
10a.m.to3 p.m.

Mary Helen Seeger examines new leaves on a variegated lemon tree inside a nursery tent at
FourWinds Growers. Only the protected citrus did not suffer during recent freezing weather.

STRESSED OuT CITRUS

this particular tree covered in time.

A stretch of sub-freezing nights this
month are to blame for trees in similar
shape all across the Winters area. Al-
most all the trees in Seeger’s one-acre
orchard at Four Winds Growers, which
she owns with her husband John, sus-
tained similar damage to varying de-
grees depending on the type of tree.
Limes are the most fragile, kumquats

[] Freezing weather takes
its toll on local citrus crops

By DEBRA LO GUERCIO

Express editor

Mary Helen Seeger pulls back a frost
blanketfromalemontree on her patio,
revealing a droopy tree with curling
leaves, the tender tips of its branches

dried and yellow. This tree is stressed,
says Seeger, who admits she didn’t get

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio

See CITRUS on page A-12

FUTURE

SUBSCRIBERS

ALLISON ROSE
AGUIAR was born to
Jill and John Aguiar
of Winters Wednes-
day, Jan. 17, 2007 at
Sutter Memorial Hos-
pital in Sacramento
at 502 p.m. She
weighed 8 pounds, 8
ounces and was 19 1/2
inches long. She joins
twin siblings Emily
and Joseph. Paternal
grandparents are Joe
and Janet Aguiar of
Winters and the late
Mary Ann Aguiar. Ma-
ternal grandparents
are Mitzi Allison of
Camarillo and Ralph
Allison of Paso Rob-
les.

Do you have a new
Future Subscriber

in your household?

It's front page news!

AUTO BODY, INC.

“It's Your Choice”

All Insurance Companies Welcomg
For 23 years Solano County's most
respected collision repair facility
I-CAR, ASE, Certified Welding,
Quality Workmanship & Lifetime Warranties

(707)427-2417
885 Beck Avenue, Fairfield, CA
M-F 8-5:30 Sat 9-1, By Appointment
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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K Lance & Gina Linville, Owners /
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INSURANCE

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Andy Pignataro, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 0002919
104 Browns Valley Parkway
Vacaville, CA 95688 ¢ Bus: 707-452-9599

statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies
P026038 Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois 9/05
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DIXON
1100 Pitt School Rd « (707)678-2996
VACAVILLE
3007 Alamo Dr., Creekside Center « (707)446-2370
333 Merchant St. (707)451-0120
FAIRFIELD
5081 Business Center Dr., Suite 100

(707)863-3999
On the web: thornton-sons.com
Email: Tsjewelers@thornton-sons.com
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STEAK & ROADHOUSE

Real food or peopl who know the dfference

K Restaurant: 795-4503 « Catering: 795-1722 /
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OBITUARIES

Robert Lincoln Tipton

Robert Lincoln Tipton,
76, of Cushingdied on Jan.
17, 2007 at the Hillcrest
Hospital, Tulsa, Okla-
homa. He was born on
Feb. 12,1930 in Avery, Ok-
lahoma, the son of Robert
Burton and Agnes Jane
(Schoonover) Tipton. He
grew up in Kendrick and
graduated from Kendrick
High School in 1948. He
enlisted in the U. S. Navy
on Jan. 29, 1949, and
served his country during
the Korean Conflict. He
was discharged on Jan. 24,
1950 in San Diego.

Mr. Tipton moved to Winters, and worked as a cor-
rectional counselor at the California Department of
Corrections in San Quenton and Vacaville. He moved
from California to Cushing after retiring in 1989. He
was a member of the American Legion, the Longhorn
Band, Smithsonian Native American Museum Char-
ter, California Peace Officers Association.

Mr. Tipton played the dobro, which he taught him-
self to play. He enjoyed playing for many different se-
nior citizens and church groups. He was an avid read-
er of books that increased his knowledge and aware-
ness of the world, of people, and his surroundings. He
had a love and interest for Native American history
and culture, and family members say he had a loving
and caring spirit, constantly reaching out to others in
need. He enjoyed going on senior citizens trips. Al-
though he never married or was a parent, he had a
strong devotion and commitment to family and
friends. He loved nature and all of its beauty, especial-
ly wildflowers.

Survivors include his sister Nina Elsie Chrisp,

nephews Leon Chrisp, Jim Chrisp and wife Marcy, all
of Cushing, Oklahoma, and Kenneth Messer and wife
Terry of San Pablo, niece Treva Bess and husband
Mike of Concord, and many other great nieces,
nephews and other relatives.
He was preceded in death by his parents, brothers-in-
law Leonard Chrisp and Edgar Messer, sisters Wilma
Stanley, Hazel Messer, brother Everett Tipton, and
niece Nelda Messer.

Funeral services were held on Jan. 23 at the Palmer
Marler Funeral Home in Cushing. Pastor Kevin
Clouse officiated. Intermentfollowed at the Kendrick
Cemetery, Kendrick, Oklahoma. Serving as casket-
bearerswere Tony Chrisp, Bryan Chrisp, Brett Prothe,
Adam Tuttle, Clayton Chrisp and Dyllon Chrisp. Con-
dolences and online guest book are available at pal-
marlerfh.com.

Marjorie Singleton

Woodland resident Marjorie Singleton passed away
onJan. 20,2007. Born in Kansason Feb. 22,1921, shewas
85 years old. A former Winters resident, she was a 1938
graduate of Winters High School and earned her bache-
lor of science degree in home economics from UC Davis.
She was homemaker most of her live, and moved to Win-
tersin 1929.

Duringheryoungeryears, she enjoyed workingwith 4-
H and PTA and was an active member of the Winters
community. She married William F. “Bill”” Singleton on
July21,1943. The Singletonswere in the family ranching
business until their retirement in 1972, when they sold
their Winters ranch and relocated to Woodland to enjoy
their leisure time. They were both active members of
the Landmark Buckeye Masonic Lodge F&AM No. 195 of
Esparto for more than50years. Theywere alsoavid trav-
elers and spent time in Japan, Hawaii and Alaska, and
traveled all over the United States, including trips to the
East Coast. Until late 2002, Mrs. Singleton was active
with friends and companions on the golf course at the
Yolo FliersClub.

She is survived by her daughters and son-in-law, Sue
and Mike Enos and Linda Cotner, all of Woodland;
grandchildren Michael Conter, LisaSchafer and her sig-
nificantother Ray Hernandez, all of Woodland,and Bret
Schager of Sacramento; great-grandchildren Alexan-
driaHernandez, Sydnie and Michael B. Cotner of Wood-
land, Brionnaand Samantha Schafer of Placerville,and
sister, Mary Lee Pokrywka of South San Francisco.

She was preceded in death by her husband on Nov. 20,
2006.

Funeral services are planned for Thursday, Jan. 25, at
11a.m.atKraft Bros. Chapel, 175 Second Street in Wood-
land. Reverend Janet Mueller will officiate. Burial will
follow at Monument Hill Memorial Park. For informa-
tion, call 662-4658.

Memorials may be made in Mrs. Singleton’s name to
Yolo Hospice, P.O. Box 1014, Davis, 95617, or to the chari-
ty of donor’s choice. Visit her guestbook online at
www.dailydemocrat.com.

Robert Lincoln Tipton

YESTERYEAR

Jack Graf, left, who retired as Yolo County Superintendent of Schools, was honored by
the Winters City Council in January, 1991 with a proclamation honoring his long career
in education. Mayor Bob Chapman is presenting Graf with the proclamation while
council members (left to right) Roger Mosier,Woody Fridae and Frank Curry look on.

File Photo
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January 27,1972

Local mothers will start
the annual March of
Dimes at 7 o’clock Tuesday
evening, Feb. 1, 1972, with
Mrs. Rex Hayes and Mrs.
Joe Franke serving as co-
chairmen of the local dri-
ve.

Charles Rominger, Win-
ters High School senior
and son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Rominger, has
been selected as general
chairman of the 36 annual
Winters Youth Day.

The All-American Boy, a
movie produced in the Va-
caville, Winters and Es-
parto areas, is scheduled
to be released in May, ac-
cording to the movie trade
paper “international Mo-
tion Picture Exhibitor.”

Barbara Perry of Win-
ters was one of the 16 li-
censed vocational nurse
students to receive certifi-
cation of completion last
week at Solano Communi-
ty College.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Hill, of Winters, are the
parents of a daughter,
born Jan. 21, 1972 in the
Woodland Memorial Hos-
pital.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Park, of Winters, are the
parents of a daughter,
born Jan. 22, 1972 in the
Woodland Memorial Hos-
pital.

Mrs. George Boyer was
honored at a surprise
birthday party last Satur-
day evening, hosted by her
daughter, Miss Michelle
Boyer and Miss Karen
Mattos, and given in the
Boyer home on Taylor
Street.

February 7, 1957

Isabel Rojo was elected
Youth Day Sweetheart at
an election held on Feb. 5.
Alice Guerard, the run-
ner-up, will be the atten-

dant from the senior
class.
Mr. and Mrs. John

Ramos, of Winters, are the
parents of a son, born at
the Woodland Clinic Hos-
pital Feb. 2, 1957.

Cal Holman and James
Hulsey, of Winters and
Harold Holan, of Oakdale,
took their water skis to
Lake Berryessato become
the first skiers on the new
lake.

Mrs. George Alcock, the
former Veneva Freder-
icks, was honored last
evening ata stork shower
given by Mrs. A. Robert-
son in her Dixon home.

Richard E. Dozier, Win-
ters pharmacist, was re-
named a director of Cen-
tral Solano County Hospi-
tal Foundation at a meet-
ing held in Fairfield Mon-
day.

Mr. and Mrs. William
Carrio, Bobbie and Betty
Ann, visited briefly in
Long Beach with their
daughter and son-in-law,
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Yandell.

Mrs. Joe Diaz has been
named Winters chairman
ofthe Heart Fund Drive to
be held on Sunday, Feb.
24.

A group of nine couples
met Saturday night at
Wesley Hall to organize a
Mariners Club at the Pio-
neer Presbyterian
Church. Mr. And Mrs. Don
Stephens were elected
skippers.

Bereavement support group

Yolo Hospice Bereave-
ment Services is offering
two eight-week adult be-
reavement support groups,
in morning or evening ses-
sions. “Developing a Sup-
port System through Shared
Experience” began
Wednesday, Jan. 24, and

lasts through March 14, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. and Thursdays,
Jan. 25 through March 15, 10
a.m. to noon at Yolo Hos-
pice, 1909 Galileo Court,
Suite Ain Davis.
Thereisno charge for par-
ticipation. To participate,
call Yolo Hospice, 758-5566.

February 6, 1942

The Wolfskill-Olive
District has joined the
ranks of Solano County
4-H Clubs by forming the
Wolfskill-Olive 4-H Club.
The new club is under
the able leadership of
Frank Martin of Wolf-
skill, assisted by Nor-
man Gaddini.

C.H. Sackett reports
the rain gauge at the Cal-
ifornia Fruit Exchange
has a season’s rain total
of 20.11 inches, as
against 21.83 last year.

George Crum has ac-
cepted a position as agri-
cultural instructor at
Lodi High School.

Herman Willian Ossen-
briggen and Miguel Man-
as of Winters and
Theodore Henry Roth of
Woodland, formerly of
Winters, are in the list of
new draftees announced
by the draft board
Wednesday.

Roy Hiramatsu who
has been in U.S. Army
service almost a year,
was a visitor at his home
here last weekend.

Adolph Pisani of the
Esparto-Madison dis-
trict enlisted in Sacra-
mento for Navy service
and has been accepted.

Buel Sackett, who is
stationed in Oakland
was home for a weekend
visit with his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Harry E.
Sackett.

Beginning nest week,
for the second time in
U.S. history, national
daylight saving will be
put into effect as a war
measure.

Berryessa
drops .06
of a foot

The level of Lake
Berryessa fell by .06 of a
foot during the past week,
with a reduction in tempo-
rary storage of 1,108 acre
feet of water, according to
Ken Emigh of the Solano
Irrigation District.

He reported Tuesday
morning that the lake was
431.03 feet above sea level,
with storage computed at
1,433,096 acre feet of wa-
ter.

The SID is diverting 50
second feet of water into
the Putah South Canal and
25second feetis flowingin
Putah Creek at the Diver-
sion Dam. Evaporation on
Lake Berryessa averaged
69 acre feet of water per
day during the week.

100

YEARS AGO

January 30, 1892

Peter Johnson, brother
of Mrs. A.H. Anderson, ar-
rived here from lowa Mon-
day and completely sur-
prised his relatives here,
as they were not expecting
him. Mr. Johnson will
probably purchase land in
this neighborhood and
eventually make his home
here.

Henry Eversole, the Va-
caville undertakes, who
has a branch here in
charge of E. Ireland, wasin
Winters between trains
last Wednesday.

Arthur and Frank Bon-
durant, sons of Mrs. A.R.
Ransch, have purchased
twenty acres of land from
William Baker, adjoining
their mother’s place.

Miss Salie Fenley is con-
fined to the house with an
attack of measles.

James T. Ish has invent-
ed a new orchard sprayer,
which uses carbonic acid
gas to create the requisite
pressure in the tank for all
purposes of spraying.

Clarence Wyatt of Capay
has been the guest of his
brothers, M.O. and EM.
Wyatt the past week.

e

212 Railroad Avwenue, Winters, CA 95694
53] Fio-451
Publkhad 2ach Thamday. ' Winais. Callala, 95594, Envewed and paid aohe
From, Cifice, Wines, Callmnia as Reindicak Wave [LEFS B37- 240

Charl==s A.Wallac=, Pulslishe=r
Oedbyra L Lo Gue=cio, Eddar
Barbara Lorenzi, Offic= managerProofreadar
Laura Lucsra, Accounts Aec=ivabbFccouniing
Ellia1 Land==, Siaff Wri=r
Fabixla H=rnande==, Eddarial as=i=iani
Le=s li= Sieward, Sal=x
Me=adan Wallac=, Publish=r amerius

Open: bon .- Thurs, 10-3 - Fri. 10-3 Closed duilng vhe Linch haas
e-mall: news stores and betters bo news@wintersexprass.com
e-mnail: advertizing to ada@ wintersexprass.com

chares g inke raexpres £ corm
debrai@w intersexpress.com
web zike; wintersexpe £5.c0m
New s deadline, voon Monday
Subscripion Rabes:
Winters home delivery or mailed
Mailed Yolo & Solaho Counties
Mailed Cutside of the Winters area ... ... ... .
emaled Express [chadeyw@wintersexpress.com) .. $20.00
K o don | secehe you home deverad papa by & pm. on Wil dnes day,
call 7¥-as5 1, Wa ked complares shou H be dvecwed 1w woun local Posumasue
Gl sified Adw=rizing
Mhlmum cash ad 55 0. Minkmum chage ad 510 00, far 20 wands

Hl cans pat ke fan Mms wagk, G0 cems par line far subsequan, weeks
Ad Ene, noon Tuesd




Winters (CA) Express, Thursday, January 25, 2007 — A-3

Chamber honors outstanding citizens, installs new board

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio

Last year’s Citizen of the Year, Harold Anderson, presents
Charles Wallace with the 2006 Citizen of the Year award at
the Year in Review celebration on Jan. 20.

Photos by Kathy Burns Walker
Winters Chamber of Commerce president Dave Fleming (top photo, far right) swears in the Chamber’s new board of
direrctors at the annual Year in Review celebration, held at the Community Center on Saturday, Jan. 20. From left are
(top) Debra Lo Guercio, Linn Myer and Edmund Lis; (bottom) Howard Hupe, Nancy Meyer, Dan Maguire, Salli Becker,
Charles Wallace and Myke Berta. The Chamber of Commerce promotes local business, attracts tourism and sponsors
a variety of events, such as the annual Earthquake Street Festival, the annual Harvest Festival and Scarecrow Contest,
and the Year in Review Celebration. It also sponsors a work-ready program for Winters High School students. The
Chamber meets on the second Friday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Community Center. The community is welcome to Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
attend all Chamber meetings. The Winters Chamber of Commerce office is located inside the Community Center. For Bob Pisani, owner of Pisani’s Service, accepts the 2006
more information about the Chamber, call 795-2329. Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award.
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DEBRA LD GQUERCIO

BECAUSE
[ SAY SO

nians Aware, a public interest group that

promotes access to open government, seems
to indicate that law enforcement agencies are do-
ing a poor job of complying with the Public
Records Act. Volunteers, posing as ordinary citi-
zens legally seeking information, appeared at law
enforcement agency front desks statewide. Over-
all, California law enforcement’s grade was a
smashing F+. Some didn’t even do that well, most
notably the California Highway Patrol, which re-
ceived overwhelmingly failing grades, some of its
offices — like Solano and Yolo — even managing
to get less-than-failing grades: F-.

Some local police departments fared better.
Dixon got an A-, Davis scored a B+, and Winters a
B. However, not only was the Davis Police Depart-
ment inadvertently tipped off about the auditin
advance, their “average citizen” was a familiar
Davis Enterprise crime beat reporter. Big, fat
cheaterheads. Davis should’ve gotten a zero and
been disqualified. On the other hand... they
cheated and still only got a B+? Losers. Else-
where, Fairfield scored a solid F, while Suisun
and Vacaville less-than-failed.

I discussed the audit with our police chief and
learned that the scoring was extremely rigid. Was
the information produced on the spot, yes or no,
pass or fail. No consideration was given about
whether a person was trying valiantly to produce
an obscure form or archived information versus
someone clearly being uncooperative. Just be-
cause they could.

You know the type. They’re particularly abun-
dant in government offices and at front desks.
They’re clearly going to do as little as possible to
help you and nothing more. You can see it in their
eyes. They’re going to actively try to not help you.
They’re calculating how to avoid doing anything
that’s “not their job.” These are the gatekeepers,
who spice up their dreary, powerless lives by
choosing whether to be a bridge or a barrier be-
tween you and what you need.

True, the form you desperately need may be
inches away on a co-worker’s desk, but it’s not
their job to hand it to you. Come back when so-
and-so is in. Will they bother to tell you that so-
and-so is on vacation? No. They’ve fulfilled their
duty, and produced the minimal amount of infor-
mation and effort required, and not one bit more.
Gatekeepers can make things easy or make things
miserable, and they know it. This fleeting surge of
power is the only thing that injects a little joy into
their sad, pathetic little lives.

So, I wonder if the CalAware audit truly moni-
tored law enforcement compliance or if it merely
revealed that law enforcement employs an abun-
dance of gatekeepers. Myself, | rarely have trou-
ble getting information from law enforcement,
even less-than-failing Solano and Yolo CHP. Un-
less | can’t get past the gatekeeper.

Example: | was working on a recent story about
a CHP chase that passed through Solano and Yolo
counties. The Solano CHP Public Information Of-
ficer filled me in on what happened, but the per-
sonal information about the suspects was record-
ed by the arresting agency, Yolo CHP.

I call Yolo and ask for the P10. The receptionist
refers me to his voicemail. | leave a message for a
return call ASAP. Hours later, no call. I call back
and reiterate to the same woman that I’'m on dead-
line, and she again directs me to voicemail. Point-
ing out that | already did this, | ask if the PIO
would actually be in today. No. Tomorrow? No.
Could she have shared this information six hours
earlier? Sure. But she didn’t have to.

Deadlines being the unyielding things they are,
I asked if she could just find the arrest report and
read the names to me. She can’t, she says. OK,
could I please speak to someone who can. Surely,
in the entire Yolo County CHP office, there’s
someone qualified to read two names off a piece
of paper. No, she said. Just voicemail.

Was there someone who could’ve given me the
information | needed? Sure. Could she have
found him? Absolutely. But she would’ve had to
hoist her butt out of the chair and walk down the
hallway, or even merely push a button on the tele-
phone. She could’ve. But she didn’t have to. She’d
done everything she was required to do and noth-
ing more. Itwasn’t her job. Besides, she could feel
powerful for a moment or two by wielding her
mighty front desk authority.

So. Are law enforcement agencies really out of
compliance with the Public Records Act or do
they just have too many gatekeepers?

ON A LOCAL NOTE: Mother Nature has not

Q RECENT AUDIT CONDUCTED by Califor-

been kind to farmers this year. Last summer,

cool wet weather delayed the tomato crops
and once they were finally flourishing, a record
heat wave cooked them on the vine. In September,
high winds wreaked havoc on walnut farmers, who
lost a chunk of their crop. This month, a stretch of
freezing weather wiped out the citrus crops.

It seems that everything that could go wrong for
farmers did go wrong the last year or so. A local
walnut farmer told me that farming is a lot like
gambling — every year, you take your chances.
Sometimesyou hit the jackpot, sometimes you lose
your shirt.

Will this year be any better? Right now, it’s been
unusually dry. I'm waiting for the first yapping
head on the evening news to cry “Drought!” But
don’tworry, the rain will come —right when the al-
mond orchards are in full bloom, and it’'ll last just
long enough to keep the bees from pollinating the
few blossoms that aren’t washed to the ground.

Whether it’s the casino or Mother Nature, the
odds always favor the house.

LETTERS

We’ll miss Chris and Georgie

Dear Editor,

Two of our most out-
standing citizens are with
the angels. The reason |
know this is because Chris
Martinez, and Georgie
Mariani, were two of the
kindest warmest, gener-
ous people | have ever
known. I will not be able to
drive by the Little League
park without thinking of
both of them — Chris for
taking such wonderful
care of it, and Georgie for
being such a big part of it.

I close my eyes and | can
see Chris riding around
mowing the lawn or raking

the baseline, most of the
time with Rudy there giv-
ing him a hand and a bad
time (this brought me a
chuckle), and Georgie
rooting for whichever
team her little ones were
playing on, or selling hot
dogs and nachos, always
with a smile and a kind
word for everyone. We
were truly blessed for hav-
ing them in our lives.
Dennis, Molly and Mark,
Linda and Sandy, and fam-
ilies, our hearts go out to
you.
THE RUSSELLS
and THE DEVLINS

Charley is an outstanding citizen

Dear Editor,

One of the greatest
things that happens in
Winters is the Citizen of
the Year awards ceremo-
ny. It is a great event that
the Chamber puts on every
year by recognizing indi-
viduals and their efforts to
make Winters a great
place.

This year, five deserving
people were recognized:
Pat Jordan for her volun-
teer work with the senior
programs in town; Pisani’s
Service for their constant
presence and professional
service over the past 50
years; Keith and Diane
Cary for their contribu-
tions to the music, arts and
library activities in the
community, and to Charley
Wallace as Citizen of the
Year.

The first four individu-
als were recognized with
praise and with resolu-
tions by the city council
(which I presented), coun-
ty officials and California
State Legislature and oth-
ers. As for Charley, the
program seemed to end
with a free-for-all “Roast
Charley” event which was
great fun for all of us
there, and Charley good-
naturedly took it all in
stride. But due to a last
minute change in the pro-
gram, | was not able to
read the resolution as I
had for the other hon-
orees. | think the commu-
nity deserves to know just
why Charley was honored.

Charley has done all the
typical things of involved
citizens. He has given gen-
erously of his time by
coaching kids’ sports
teams, giving time to ser-
vice organizations, donat-
ing blood, working at
Youth Day and participat-
ed in building the play
structure, installing the
Rotary Park clock and con-
structing the town entry-
way sign. He also gives
generously to other causes
like Heifer International,
scholarships and local
fundraisers etc. etc. etc.

In Charley’s case, how-
ever, he has often been the
quiet coordinator of many
of these events, the pup-
peteer who is backstage
pulling the strings to make
things happen. He was the
guy who put together the
first Earthquake Festival,
an eventthat has become a
mainstay for many service

organizations for
fundraising. He has been
on the boards of the Lions
Club, Rotary and the
Chamber of Commerce.
He worked hard on the
Downtown Revitalization
committee, a group which
has helped do wonders for
turning around downtown.
And through great person-
al financial risk to him-
self, to his “permanent
tenant,” Sherri, and to his
partners, he eked out fi-
nancial backing and
talked the partners into
investing in the rehabili-
tation of the Opera House.
Then he almost single-
handedly talked Dave
Fleming into relocating
The Palms there.

Charley is someone who
doesn’t take no for an an-
swer. When people said
that Winters couldn’t be
revived, he would not set-
tle for that. After college
and marrying Sherri, he
came back with an energy
and zeal to revitalize the
town he grew up in. And
throughout all the politi-
cal vicissitudes and con-
troversy, that has been his
primary goal. He has
worked on committee af-
ter committee, plan after
plan, and the resulting re-
vitalization of downtown
is due, in no small part,
due to Charley.

On a personal note, here
is what 1 think about
Charley. He is one of those
rare people who are ab-
solutely fearless. He is
never afraid to tell you the
truth even when you might
not want to hear it. | get a
triple bogey on ahole, lose
a bunch of money, and he
is happy to point that out
to me. You didn’t need to
tell me. Did | mention that
he put four consecutive
balls in a row into the
drink and scored 11 on the
par-three hole number
seven recently? And that
was only because | gave
him a 20-foot putt out of
pity. But I digress.

Anyway, one particular
morning, Charley and I
were listening to our right-
wing golf partners ramble
on about some issue, and
he began to take them on,
ignoring my slicing of the
throat gesture to stop. |
was trying to say that this
was not the time or place
to argue liberal politics.

See LETTERS on page A-5

Don’t see your letter this week?
We ran out of room. Watch for it next week.

A QUICK
OPINION

HAT AWEEK. There are advantages to
Wbeing named Citizen of the Year. There is

that moment when your family tells you
they are proud of you, and the moment you almost
believe them. Wait until there is a heated family
discussion and they’ll tell me what they really
think of me. For now, I'll take their compliments.

My ex-temporary tenants were home, and there
is adifferent feel to the house when they are
around. My daughter showed up with a touch of
the flu, but got better by the hour. Rance, my son-
in-law got acquainted with our bathroom fixtures
around 5 in the morning. Rance made enough
noise to wake the baby, then | heard Laura grum-
ble something and everyone was awake. By the
time my son flew in from Boise, at noon, the house
looked like a hospital ward.

At the awards banquet, my brothers Jim and John
joined us along with John’s wife, Monica. My father
was able to attend, but my mother wa under the
weather and remained at home. Sherri’s parents,
brother and sister-in-law also came to see the show.

Pat Jordan was honored as being the Senior Cit-
izen of the Year and was introduced by Howard
Hupe, who seemed to have a crush on Pat. | had
the honor of introducing Bob Pisani, Jr., repre-
senting Pisani’s Service, as this year’s Business of
the Year. It was an easy introduction. You can’t say
enough good things about Pisani’s Service. Earlier
in the week | had stopped by Pisani’s and asked
Bob if he wanted me to say anything special about
his business. “Keep it short,” was the only advice |
got. Sitting at the dinner table, my brother, Jim,
also asked me to keep it short. I did.

Keith and Diane Cary were swooned over by
Dave Fleming of the Palms. Dave told the audi-
ence that Keith’s involvement in music was one of
the reasons he brought the Palms to Winters. Di-
ane has been instrumental in getting a new li-
brary in town, among other accomplishments. It
was a nice introduction.

All the honorees received plaques and procla-
mations from the city, county, state and U.S. con-
gress. Mayor Woody Fridae, Assemblywoman Lois
Wolk and Supervisor Duane Chamberlain made
the presentations.

I was a little worried about who would do my in-
troduction, so | suggested to Dave that John Pick-
erel, of Buckhorn fame, knew me well, and would
do a good job. Turns out, John knows me too well.
With timing that would make Baxter Black smile,
John mentioned every low, and or, embarrassing
moment of my life. He threw in a few accolades for
my years of service to Winters, thanked my wife
for putting up with me, and continued to paint me
with a broad brush.

Harold Anderson, last year’s recipient of the
Citizen of the Year award, brought me up to the
stage and introduced me, presenting me with an
engraved clock. Harold and I have worked togeth-
er as Little League coaches, Rotarians and on
many community projects over the years. |
thanked those in attendance, mentioned my fami-
ly and said good night. I should have told the
crowd to have a good week, but | wasn’t fast
enough on my feet. I've mentioned before that |
don’t speak well in public, and last Saturday night
was a good example.

After the last raffle prize had been awarded, my
brother-in-law, who was mentioned in one of the
stories, thought John had made up most of his ma-
terial. Sherri laughed and told him that unfortu-
nately the stories were true. Someone asked me if
I was upset by how the evening had gone. I told
him I thought the evening was perfect, and that |
was honored to be there, and | didn’t know John
was so funny. When the second person asked me
the same question, | told them that I was glad John
was limited by the clock and it was a mixed crowd.

I've been to a few roasts, and they beat love fests
every time. At least you know the people roasting you
are telling the truth, or a semblance of the truth. Walk-
ing into the Community Center, a friend complimented
me and told me how well deserving | was of the honor. |
asked him what he wanted. He just smiled and told me
to enjoy the evening. Never trust someone who is too
nice to you. With my personality, cynical by nature, |
trust those who are bluntly honest over those who try to
sweet talk you into something.

I have a saying at the Express (paraphrased from Ji-
ley Romney) that if no one will remember in five years,
it doesn’t matter. It seemed that | had just closed my
eyes on Saturday night when the phone rang. I looked at
the clock, 3a.m. My father was calling to tell me that the
ambulance was taking my mother to the hospital and he
was riding along. He needed a ride home. Sherriand |
got dressed, went by my parents home to see if anyone
was there, and preceded to the hospital.

At the emergency room, my mother looked fine. Af-
ter a little oxygen in the ambulance, she felt better.
The doctor, who looked 12, told her to increase the
amount of cough medicine she was taking, gave her a
prescription for a different opiate, and sent her
home. It seems her lungs aren’t sending enough oxy-
gen to her hands and feet, causing them to go numb.
“You need to get some rest,” he told her.

We had taken her over aweek ago Monday to be
checked for pneumonia, which it turns out she has,
and to see if there was something they could do for
her cough. It takes three hours to get a few x-rays, a
diagnosis and a prescription, and that is too long to
be in ahospital. There was one woman in the waiting
room, talking on her cell phones about being quaran-
tined. Awaiting room is agreat place to take a sick
person thatis trying to get well.

I finished up the weekend by attending Ermyl
Chiles’ memorial.

Will I remember this weekend in five years? |
hope so.

Have a good week — we did.
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Totally ignoring me and
forging ahead, he proceed-
ed to lay out a clear, con-
cise and balanced argu-
ment. And amazingly, he
convinced them. He stood
up for the right thing when
it was not popular to do so.
I was proud of him, and
proud to be his friend.

And beyond that, my
friendship with Charley
has taught me to enjoy life,
go for the gusto, don’t be
afraid of what people
think of you, tell the truth
despite whether or not it
popular to do so, and, in
general, live life to the
fullest.

WOODY FRIDAE

Loves recycling
program

Dear Editor,

I am so excited about our
new single-stream recy-
cling system in Winters.
What a great improvement
— both in the ease of recy-
cling and in the variety
(nearly all) of items that
we can now recycle.

Shortly after I moved to
Winters, Carol Scianna
told me about the possibil-
ity of single stream recy-
cling in Winters. At the
time | thought to myself,
“that would be great, butis
it really going to happen?”
I am so happy to see that it
has. I'm sure that many
people worked hard to
make it happen and they
deserve many thanks:
Thank you! 1 hope those
people do not go unrecog-
nized.

This is also, of course, a
huge and critical step to-
wards minimizing envi-
ronmental damage. | am
proud that Winters is join-
ing that effort. | encourage
everyone in Winters to
participate and recycle
everything possible... what
an easy way to help our
planet now that we have
single-stream recycling. |
hope to see every recy-
cling bin on the street on
garbage day.

A heartfelt thanks to
those that made this possi-
ble.

REBECCA BRESNICK
HOLMES

They deserve
Chamber award

Dear Editor,

I cannot let another day
go by without putting in
our two cents about the
Pisanis. No one deserves
an award more than Bob
Pisani and his family — al-
ways generous, always
helpful. If you call up and
say “Hey Bob, | need a
jump, my battery is dead,”
he would say, “Alright,
(groan) be there in a
minute.” Made you laugh,
huh?

Bob and Joan raised a
good buncha kids.

PAULA RUSSELL
and FAMILY

Remembering
JFK’s words

Dear Editor,

Forty-six years ago, John
F. Kennedy became Presi-
dent of the United States.
Communism, our enemy,
was a threat to freedom
and liberty everywhere.
The enemy we now face is
far more deadly, far more
dangerous and far more
committed to our destruc-
tion than the enemy we
faced then.

In reading the following
excerpts from JFK’s inau-
gural address, | urge you
to consider his words in
light of the clear and pre-
sent danger which now
threatens our very exis-
tence.

“There are risks and
costs to a program of ac-
tion. But they are far less
than the long-range risks
and costs of comfortable
inaction.” — John F
Kennedy

Excerpts from President
Kennedy’s Inaugural Ad-
dress, Jan. 20, 1961:

“The world is very dif-
ferent now. For man holds
in his mortal hands the
power to abolish all forms
of human poverty and all
forms of human life. And
yet the same revolutionary
beliefs for which our fore-
bears fought are still at is-
sue around the globe —
the belief that the rights of
man come not from the
generosity of the state but
from the hand of God.

“Let every nation know,
whether it wishes us well
orill, that we shall pay any
price, bear any burden,
meet any hardship, sup-
port any friend, oppose
any foe to assure the sur-
vival and the success of
liberty. This much we
pledge —and more.

“To those peoples in the
huts and villages of half
the globe struggling to
break the bonds of mass
misery, we pledge our best
efforts to help them help
themselves, for whatever
period is required—not
because the communists
may be doing it, not be-
cause we seek their votes,
but because it is right. If a
free society cannot help
the many who are poor, it
cannot save the few who
are rich.

“... To those nations who
would make themselves
our adversary... we dare
not tempt them with weak-
ness. For only when our
arms are sufficient beyond
doubt can we be certain
beyond doubt that they
will never be employed.

“Since this country was
founded, each generation
of Americans has been
summoned to give testimo-
ny to its national loyalty.
The graves of young Amer-
icans who answered the
call to service surround
the globe.

“And so, my fellow
Americans: ask not what
your country can do for
you — ask what you can do
for your country.

“My fellow citizens of
the world: ask not what
America will do for you,
but what together we can
do for the freedom of man.

“Finally, whether you
are citizens of America or
citizens of the world, ask
of us here the same high
standards of strength and
sacrifice which we ask of
you. With a good con-
science our only sure re-
ward, with history the fi-
nal judge of our deeds, let
us go forth to lead the land
we love, asking His bless-
ing and His help, but
knowing that here on earth
God’s work must truly be
our own.”

BETH BARNAT

Glad he won’t
be buried

In Winters
Dear Editor,

While | know there are
plenty of good inten-

tioned, hard-working city
employees in and around
Winters, they all take their
orders from someone up
the chain. After reading
Charley’s column “Some-
thing you just don’t talk
about,” (Jan. 18) Larry Jus-

tus and the cemetery
board remind me of the
saying, “Am | here be-

cause you're there or are
you there because I'm
here?”

I hope that their families
never have to experience
the stress of an uncoopera-
tive cemetery bureaucra-
cy during their grieving
process when they pass on,
as they have done to so
many Winters families.
Maybe the Yolo County
Board of Supervisors will
enlighten them, we can
only hope.

On the other hand, I'll be
laid to rest in Vacaville ac-
cording to my last wishes,
not in Larry Justus’ per-
sonal cemetery, base on
his work week ethic.

JIMMY ROLLISON

When will you
care enough
to object to
War in Iraqg?

Dear Editor,

After President Bush’s
recent speech about the
escalation in lIraq, and
possible action against
Iran, there was a marked
increase in the number of
Americans joining In
peaceful protest. Howev-
er, the numbers are still

far short of the 70 percent
that polls indicate oppose
his plan.

So, my fellow Ameri-
cans, if you are part of that
70 percent, but haven’t yet
spoken out, when will
you? At what point will
other people’s lives mat-
ter enough to you that
you’ll pick up the phone
and call your members of
Congress... or write a post-
card or e-mail or sign a pe-
tition... or join in peaceful
demonstrations?

Take the opportunity to
exercise your First

Amendment rights by par-
ticipating in a national
day of protest on Saturday,
Jan. 27. In Stockton, there
will be a vigil in front of
Delta College, 5151 Pacific
Avenue. The event will
run from 10 a.m. until 5
p.m., with a speakers pro-
gram starting at2 p.m.
There will also be a
march and rally in San
Francisco, beginning at
noon at Powell and Mar-
ket streets. (For more in-
formation, check the cal-
endar at www.freedom-
fromwar.org.) Or organize

your own vigil.

As for those of you who
support an escalation, but
haven’t yet served, at what
point will you volunteer to
relieve our war weary sol-
diers?

The recruitment age for
the Army has been raised
to 42, and other rules have
been relaxed, so that
should accommodate
many of you who previous-
ly would have been turned
away.

Make a difference.

NANCY PATTERSON



A-6— Winters (CA) Express, Thursday, January 25, 2007

Community

oobyar s 93rd blrthday

-.*.J

On Saturday, Jan. 13, friends and family of David Hoobyar gathered at Tomat’s to celebrate his 93rd birthday. All en-
joyed afun night of great food and alot of singing in celebration. David entertained all with his wonderful voice.
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Fire
department
report

Jan.1
~ Medical aid, 300
block of Baker Street;
difficulty breathing.
~ Mutual Aid Dixon
Fire Department;
possible grass fire at
Putah Creek.

Jan.4
~ Structure fire, 100
block of Orchard
Lane.
~ Public assistance,
1100 block of Griffin
Way.

Jan. 6
~ Vehicle accident,
Monticello Dam, mo-
torcycle down.

Jan. 8
~ Medical aid, Apri-
cot Avenue; difficulty
breathing.

Jan.9
~ Grass fire, inter-
section of Creekside
Way and Toyon Lane.

Jan 10
~ Medical aid, 200
block of Anderson Av-
enue; possible stroke.

Jan. 11
~ Medical aid, 28000
block of Encina Dri-
ve; dog bite
~ Medical aid, 200
block of Lenis Av-
enue; possible stroke

Jan. 13
~ Vehicle fire, Ow-
ings Drive.

~ Medical aid, State
Highway 128 at Inter-
state 505; unknown
medical problem.

Jan. 15

~ Medical aid, 200
block of Anderson Av-
enue; male with
seizures.

~ Medical aid, 1000
block of Roosevelt Av-
enue; over dose.

Jan. 16
~ Mutual aid to
Solano County; possi-
ble structure fire in
the 8000 block of Coy-
ote Hill Lane.

Jan. 19
~ Vehicle accident,
700 block of Dutton
Street.
~ Investigation, 700
block of West Main

See FIRE on page B-8

Weekly police department report

Jan.6
On the 300 block of Main
Street, victim reported his
personal information was
used by suspect to obtain
telephone service.

Jan.9
~ Vicki Michele Whitak-
er, 19, of Winters was back-
ing east from the parking lot
behind 17 Main Street and
collided with a parked vehi-
cle owned by Jason J. Sny-

der of Fullerton.

Jan. 10

~ Rolando Medina, 50, of
Winters was driving west-
bound on Edwards Street
and made a right turn into
the turn out lane in front of
500 Edwards Street and col-
lided with a parked vehicle.

Jan.11
~ On the 100 block of Li-
wai Village, victim was is-
sued acheck with the intent
to defraud.

Jan. 13
~ On the first block of
East Main Street, a vehicle
was vandalized.

Jan. 16

~ Bryan Lee Panzich, 18,
of Winters was arrested on
two outstanding Winters
Police Department bench
warrants charging himwith
failure to appear on previ-
ous charges of being a mi-
nor in possession of alcohol
and possessing less than an
ounce of marijuana and
failure to appear on previ-
ous charge of possessing
less than an ounce of mari-
juana. Panzich was booked
at the Winters Police De-
partment and released on a
notice to appear.

~ On the 1100 block of
McArthur Avenue, parties
were involved in a physical
altercation.

Jan. 17

~ Matthew Allen Kalac,
42, of Winters was booked
and released on a District
Attorney letter charging
him with being intoxicated
in public.

~ Cresencio Soria, 22, of
Winters was arrested on an
outstanding Winters Police
Department bench warrant
charging himwith violation
of probation on previous

charges of preventing/dis-
suading a witness or victim
from reporting acrime, hav-
ing unlawful sexual inter-
course with a minor and
trespassing. Soria was
booked at the Winters Po-
lice Department and trans-
ported to the Yolo County
Jail for incarceration.

Jan. 18
~ Juvencio Salazar Gar-
cia, 21, of Winters was is-
sued a notice to appear for

See POLICE on page B-8

Barbershop of the year

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
Winters resident Roy Bellhorn was named Barbershopper of
theYear by the Davis Vacaville Chapter of the Barbershop Har-
mony Society at the group’s installation dinner, held on Jan. 6.
Bellhorn serves as the group’s vice president of marketing
and public relations, and has been singing barbershop for 30
years. For his honors, he received this trophy, handmade by
former president Phil Harris. Bellhorn and his group will per-
form next on Friday, Feb. 2, at the Davis High School Perform-
ing Arts Theater at 7:30 p.m.Tickets are available at Armadillo
Music in Davis, and are $12 for adults, $10 for seniors. The
group performs the following evening at theVacaville Perform-
ing Arts Theater at 2 p.m.and 7 p.m.Tickets are $15 for adults,
$12 for students and seniors, $12 for all matinee seats.
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First ones in the pool — sort of

Bobbie Greenwood and school facilities director Gary Cook were the first to stand in the hole that will soon be the new pool.
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Photo by Charles Wallace

COUNCIL

Continued from page A-1

in place and have not been
changed?” asked council
member Tom Stone.

Tschudin answered ba-
sically yes, but sometimes
applicants interpret regu-
lations differently from
staff.

“And the applicant is
here with a PowerPoint
presentation to change
our minds?” asked Stone.

“So | just learned to-
day,” answered Tschudin.

“This doesn’t sit well,”
said Stone.

Council member Mike
Martin said he would pre-
fer the item go through the
regular permit process.

“l can see an applicant
being told no by the Plan-
ning Commission, but the
applicant would need to
bring it before us because
only we can make policy
changes,” said Mayor
Woody Fridae.

Stone asked why the
staff put it on the agenda.

Tschudin said the appli-
cation had been around
for a long time and discus-
sions with the applicant
had become “more chal-
lenging.” She said the
Planning Commission
wanted to see a different
project. Staff asked the ap-
plicant what they could
change.

“They have challenged
us on some of our opin-
ions,” said Tschudin. “In
order to be fair we brought
this to the council.”

Joel Ellinwood, counsel
for Village on the Park,
made his PowerPoint pre-
sentation, referring to the
above points, and suggest-
ing that a compromise
based on his presentation
would be preferable to the
applicant taking legal ac-
tion against the city.

He said the council had
failed to act on creating a
plan for the flood plain,
even though all the com-
ponents had been com-
pleted. Ellinwood said al-
lowing an on-site solution
to the problem could be
preferable, because a city-
wide solution was thought
to encourage more devel-
opment.

Ellinwood said the city’s
requirementthat the units
be rentals as opposed to
for sale condos was a de-
termination “pulled out of
thin air” and no such defi-
nition existed in the gen-
eral plan or zoning regula-
tions. He said the Ellis Act
prevents an owner from
being required to rent a
property when he wishes
to offer it for sale.

Ellinwood said the staff
requirement that the pro-
ject have a density of 17.53
units per acre would re-
quire the project to be-

come 87 units, providing a
product that is more ur-
ban and less desirable for
Winters. He said the re-
quirement was based on
the general plan’s lan-
guage, whereas the zoning
code is less restrictive. He
showed drawings of pro-
jects that meet the higher
standard, but constitute
long massive structures,
as opposed to smaller
apartment blocks that are
possible with the lower
density standard.

Ellinwood said the ap-
plicant did not want to en-
ter into a development
agreement, because the
city would make expen-
sive stipulations “more
gimme” that would in-
crease the cost of the
homes and make them less
affordable.

City  counsel Steve
Rudolph said the council
could decide to take no ac-
tion. He agreed that city
regulations do not specify
rental versus for sale for
the definition of multi-
family, but it is a prefer-
ence supported by city
staff.

Tschudin said the homes
in the project are 1500 to
1800 square feet, “twice
the size of my first home.”.
She disagreed with
Ellinwood’s description of
the homes as “afford-
able.” “It isn’t an afford-
able project. He is using a
term of art. Smaller units
would be the city’s prefer-
ence.”

In response to a ques-
tion from Stone, Rudolph
said this was not an Ellis
Act item, because no one
is converting rental units
to for sale units.

The council moved and
unanimously voted to take
no action changing city
staff’s position on these is-
sues.

Putah Creek Park
Master Plan

During the public dis-
cussion portion at the be-
ginning of the city council
meeting, Jeff Tenpas
spoke in favor of retaining
the collapsed dam on
Putah Creek, referring to
it as “Little Rock.” Tenpas
said he works for the For-
est Service doing water-
shed management work in
18 national forests.

“l am concerned the
plan to remove the dam
will have significant im-
pact on recreational use
for not very good reasons,”
said TenPas.

Tenpas said he and his
wife, Sally Brown, have
conducted a detailed sur-
vey of the site, and esti-
mated it sees 2,600 to 3,000
visits per year by swim-
mers. “It is known as the
best swimming hole on
Putah Creek. We are fortu-
nate to have this old dam

by happy accident.”

He said scientific stud-
ies have not been done on
the supposed damages
from the dam. He said he
has witnessed fish suc-
cessfully passing through
the dam. He argued safety
issues could be resolved
by doing inexpensive im-
provements.

Council member Cecilia
Aguiar-Curry  suggested
thisbecome an item on the
February 6 agenda.

“l am personally for re-
moving the dam,” said
Stone, but that doesn’t
mean we shouldn’t have
an open mind. Still, I was
clear when we voted for
the grant that this would
mean removing the dam.”

In an agenda item later
in the meeting, council
considered the staff and
Winters Putah Creek Com-
mittee (WPCC) council
recommendation to hire
Cheryl Sullivan of Cun-
ningham Engineering to
create a new Putah Creek
Park Master Plan for a fee
of $32,700.

“Cheryl is the author of
the original master plan,”
said City Manager John
Donlevy, “and this is basi-
cally an update, which is
why we are recommend-
ing this instead of going
through an RFQ (request
for qualifications)”.

Council member Mike
Martin said he is con-
cerned with wusing a
process that is not compet-
itive.

“That is a prudent ques-
tion,” said Donlevy. Don-
levy said staff talked with
Sullivan and he said it is
not always necessary to
put consultant fees out to
bid. “In this instance we
literally went to the
source. For the most part
we have been following
her original plan al-
ready.”

“The committee looked
at the proposal and felt
we’re getting an excellent
scope of work for the mon-
ey,” said Carol Scianna,
staff liaison to the WPCC.
“We have a number of peo-
ple on the committee that
do this kind of work.”

Stone supported Mar-
tin’s need to be careful.

City council member Ce-
cilia Aguiar-Curry asked if
there isacostoverrun pro-
cedure.

“The council will ap-
prove a budget amount,
and the charges cannot go
over that,” said Donlevy.

Mayor Fridae said the
Rotary Park project had
$130,000 available, and the
plan that came in had a
price tag of over $800,000.

“There was a bit of frustra-
tion with that in the com-
mittee,” said Fridae. “The
plan then came to us in-
stead of going back to
them. The plan should be
realistic and based on re-
sources.”

“As someone said, they
put ten acres of park in a
half acre,” said Donlevy.
“In this instance we have
the benefit of a very im-
pressive committee.”

“Hopefully that is not
meant as a criticism of the
Rotary Park Committee,”
said Fridae.

Cheryl Sullivan spoke,
saying the quote was pre-
pared as a competitive
bid, not as a sole source
estimate.

Fridae asked how the
dam removal question fit
into the proposal. He said
he would like to have a
meeting where the issue is
discussed so he could lat-
er say “we had a meeting
about that.”

Sullivan said the issue
will be a key part of the
first public workshop out-
lined in her proposal.

“l feel we decided this
issue when we voted to ap-
ply for the grant,” said An-
derson, referring to the
successful River Park-
ways grant application for
$425,000 to remove the
dam. “Once we get a grant,
we can’t undo part of the
proposal based on a later
discussion.”

Fridae said he thought it
was never clearly re-
solved.

“We all want public in-
put on this,” said Tenpas.
There are a lot of people
out there that would like
to comment on this.”

Fridae said streamkeep-
er Marovich asked for ad-
vanced notice if the dam
removal was to be put on
hold.

Tenpas said we should
not be afraid to put it off
for ayear.

“The dam is a liability,”
said Anderson. “That's a
key reason why | support-
ed the grant application.”

“It makes me uncomfort-
able recommending swim-
ming at all,” said Stone,
referring to the liability
issue.

City Attorney John Wal-
lace said the city would be
liable for the dam, be-
cause it is a man-made
structure. Wallace said
there is even liability for
fishing in Putah Creek, be-
cause certain fish in the
creek are not safe to eat.

Council made a motion
to approve the design con-
tract and the motion
passed unanimously.
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being an unlicensed driver.

~ Victor Manuel Tafoya,
19, of Winters was issued a
notice to appear for driving
with a suspended/revoked
driver’s license and not
wearing a seatbelt.

Jan. 18-22
~ On County Road 90, a
tool trailer was stolen. Loss:
$20,000.

Jan. 19

~ On the 700 block of Tay-
lor Street, a 46-year-old
male subject was attacked
and beaten about the head
and body. The investigation
continues.

~ On the 400 block of Ed-
wards Street, three un-
known juvenilesentered an
unlocked vehicle. When a
citizen saw the juveniles in-
side the vehicle, they fled
the scene. No property was
stolen.

Jan. 19-20
~ On the 100 block of
Grant Avenue, several win-

dowswere broken outofthe
school buildings. Estimat-
ed damage: $500.

~ On the 200 block of
Grant Avenue, a rear
camper shell window was
shattered with an unknown
object. Estimated damage:
$700.

Jan. 20
~ On Myrtle Drive, an offi-
cer assisted Yolo County
Sheriff’s deputies with a
suspicious circumstance.

Jan.21

~ Alberto Zaragoza Her-
nandez, 22, of Winters was
issued a notice to appear
for driving with a suspend-
ed/revoked driver’s license,
having no front plate af-
fixed to a vehicle and hav-
ing a broken vehicle wind-
shield.

~ On the first block of
Main Street, an officer re-
sponded to an audible
alarm. The business was
found secure.

Jan. 22
~ Pedro Galvan, 23, of
Davis was issued a notice to
appear for being an unli-
censeddriver.

FIRE

Continued from page A-6

Street; strong smell of chemi-
cals.
~ Medical aid, 400 block of
Morgan Street; victim ofafall.
~ Medical aid, 800 lock of
West Grant Avenue; crime vic-
tim

Jan. 20

~ Hazardous materials, 800
block of West Grant Avenue;
cleanup of blood.

~ Medical aid,40 block of
Myrtle Drive; burnvictim.

~ Medical aid, first block of
Main Street; unknown med-
ical problem.

~ Vehiclefire, County Road
92-F and County Road 31.

Jan.21

~ Vehicle accident, County
Road 86 and State Rout 128;
reported vehicle in Putah
Creek.

~ Medical aid, 400 block of
Main Street; ill female.

~ Medical aid, 200 block of
Red Bud Lane;ill female.

~ \ehicle accident, Inter-
state 505 and County Road 29-
A

Yolo County Homeschoolers to meet

The Yolo County Home-
schoolers, a loose-knit
group of inclusive Yolo
County homeschooling
parents, invites all home-
schoolers and those inter-
ested in learning more
about homeschooling to
their monthly park day,
Thursday, Feb. 1, from 1-3
p.m. at Rainbow City in
Community Park at the cor-
ners of F Street and Covell
Boulevard in Davis.

Several homeschoolers
will be available to answer
questions about the wide
variety of homeschooling
options, opportunities, and

experiences. They will dis-
cuss different homeschool-
ing philosophies, under-
standing legal options, net-
working, park days, college
opportunities, confer-
ences, and local and
statewide resources.
Participants will find out
how to begin and where to
find the tools to navigate a
personal family home-
schooling adventure. The
group offers a Yahoo-based
email list, the monthly
newsletter (the Flash, call
Heather Smith at 756-4514
for a copy of the latest is-
sue), an annual Home-

school Information Night
each August, weekly park
days for younger families,
periodic coffee nights, and
a monthly park day on the
first Thursday of every
month, where families play
and network.

To join the email lists,
\Y i S i t
http://groups.yahoo.com/gro
up/YoHOANNnounce,
http://groups.yahoo.com/gro
up/YoHoDiscuss and
http://groups.yahoo.com/gro
up/yolocoho.

For more information
contact Eve Dunaway, at
753-6464.

Scholarship essay contest announced

The Sacramento Chapter
of Physicians for Social Re-
sponsibility announces its
2007 Scholarship Essay
Contest, open to high
school seniors in Sacra-
mento and surrounding
counties (Alpine, Amador,

Calaveras, El Dorado,
Nevada, Placer, San
Joaquin, Solano, Sutter,

Yolo, and Yuba). Students
may enter the contest by

submitting an essay of 500
words or less describing
their thoughts on the lyrics
of recording artist,
Michael Franti, “We can
bomb the world to pieces,
but we can’t bomb it into
peace.”

A total of $5,250 in schol-
arships will be awarded to
the top 10 contestants. The
Deadline for essay submis-
sion is March 21. Full de-

tails of the contest and a
downloadable flyer are
available on the
PSR/Sacramento website
at www.sacpsr.org.

For more information,
email info@sacpsr.org or
call PSR/Sacramento, (916)
955-6333. Anyone who
would like to be an essay
reader can contact contest
chairperson Dr. Bill
Durston, (916) 202-0567.

Sutter Davis Auxiliary plans orientation

The Sutter Davis Hospi-
tal Auxiliary is recruiting
new members (male and
female), who are in good
health and over 18 years of
age, to volunteer in vari-
ous capacities in the hos-

pital. They must attend a
general orientation (the
next one is on Jan. 29) and
on the job training. For
more information, check
out the Sutter Davis Hospi-
tal Website, www.sutter-

davis.org/careers/volun-
teering. For an applica-
tion and/or more informa-
tion, call the hospital in-
formation desk, 759-7485,
Monday through Friday, 9
a.m.to4:30 p.m.

Annual weed management meeting planned

The Solano County Weed
Management Area has
scheduled its annual meet-
ing for Thursday, Jan. 25, at
the Solano County Depart-
ment of Agriculture Offices,
located at 501 Texas Street
in Fairfield. The eventwill
run from 9 a.m. to noon and
features speakers dis-
cussing weed management
for large and small
landowners. Qualified ap-
plicatorswho participate in
the workshop will earn 2.5
continuing education units
through the Department of

Pesticide Regulation.

Thisyear’s meeting topics
include Arundo donax re-
moval in the Delta, Cooper-
ative Extension weed re-
search and programs, Nat-
ural Resource Conserva-
tion Service programs,
Solano Irrigation District
programs, Solano Resource
Conservation District pro-
grams, UC Davis weed re-
search, DOW product up-
date, Wilbur-Ellis product
update and pertinent laws
and regulations.

The Solano County Weed

Management Area is a con-
sortium of agencies and or-
ganizations, including the
County Department of Agri-
culture, UC Cooperative
Extension, the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Ser-
vice and Solano Resource
Conservation District,
working together to effec-
tively manage weed prob-
lems in the County.

For more information,
contact Jodie Salz at Solano
RCD, (707) 678-1655 ext. 109
o] r
jodie.salz@ca.nacdnet.net.

Woodstove, insert exchange program to begin

Homeowners can do their
part to clean California’s air
by joining Change 4 Clean
Air, Feb. 1to March 31. They
can learn how to replace
their old woodstoves and
fireplace inserts with clean-
burning products by visiting
the Changeout web site,
www.change4cleanair.org.

Californiamembers of the
Hearth, Patio & Barbecue
Association, including man-
ufacturersandretailers, are
teaming with various state
air districts for Change 4
Clean Air. Older woodstoves
and fireplace inserts (those
manufactured prior to 1992)
can produce 70 percent
more smoke compared to
appliances with newer tech-
nology. For more than a

decade, manufacturers
have been developing and
offering products that gen-
erate more heat, but only
produce less than six grams
of particulate. This is a sig-
nificant drop from the 40-60
grams per hour produced by
older heating appliances.
Also, homeowners enjoy
economic savings on fuel
with newer products be-
cause they use less wood for
heating.

Homeowners who would
like to upgrade their wood-
stove or fireplace with EPA-
certified, efficient units may
contact retailers participat-
ing in the Changeout to
learn of discounts offered by
manufacturers on their
products. Participating re-

tailers and manufacturers
are listed on the Change 4
Clean Air web site,
www.change4cleanair.org.
Updated information is
added daily.

Retailers will have infor-
mation for how participat-
ing air districts (also listed
o] n
www.change4cleanair.org)
and what further incentives
they offer for replacing old
woodstoves and fireplaces
with cleaner-burning prod-
uct.

For more information
about Change 4 Clean Air,
contact Steve Pulone of
HPBA-Pacific at (888)
8STOVES or by sending an
e-mail to
steve@hamgmt.com.

Yolo County has fund-
ing available to help eli-
gible low-income fami-
lies make repairs to
their existing homes.
These repairs include,
but are not limited to,
water damage, leaky
roofs, cracked founda-
tions, heating and cool-
ing systems, broken win-
dows, and handicap ac-
cessibility improve-
ments.

Homeowners and own-
er investors within the

County offers assistance for home repairs

unincorporated areas of
Yolo County are encour-
aged to utilize the Coun-
ty’s Housing Rehabilita-
tion Program. Eligibility
for the program is based
upon gross household in-
come adjusted to the
household size. The
county offers loans of up
to $95,000 per house with
a simple annual interest
rate of three to five per-
cent (3.0-5.0%) with no
additional loan fees.

In order to take advan-

tage of the Housing Re-
habilitation Program
contact Mercy Housing
California, the county’s
nonprofit housing con-
sultant, (800) 995-0431,
extension 4412. Applica-
tions are available upon
request on a first-come,
first-served basis. Fund-
ing is available through
grants from the Depart-
ment of Housing and
Community Develop-
ment CDBG program. Se
habla espafiol.

Dixon/Solano RCD Water Quality Coalition to hold
annual landowner information meeting

The Dixon/Solano RCD Wa-
ter Quality Coalition will hold
itsannual Landowner Informa-
tion Meeting on Thursday, Jan.
25, from 12:15-1:30 p.m. at the
Solano County Department of
Agriculture offices, located at
501 Texas Street in Fairfield.
Parkingpassesfortheeventare
available fromthe Department
of Agriculture. A pizza lunch
will be provided.

The District Managers from
Dixon and Solano Resource
Conservation Districts will up-
date Coalition members about
thestatusofthe Regional Water
Board’s Conditional Waiver
For Irrigated Lands. Agenda
items include an overview of
theWaiverandresponsesbyre-
gional and neighboring coali-
tiongroups; areview of the 2006
Dixon/Solano Program, cover-
ing monitoring results, local
participation levels, a fee and
expense recap; and a presenta-
tion about 2007 Program Re-
quirements.

Coalition members will dis-
cuss this year’s program man-
datesformonitoring,education
and implementation of Best
Management Practices. The
District Managers and Coali-
tion partnerswill presentinfor-
mation about programs sup-
porting Waiver compliance
from the Natural Resource
Conservation Service, Solano
Irrigation District and Solano

Resource Conservation Dis-
trict.

All landowners with irrigat-
ed property enrolled in the
Dixon /Solano RCD Water
Quality Coalition are encour-
agedtoattend. Questionsabout

the coalition, the Ag Waiver or
the annual meeting can be ad-
dressed to John Currey at the
Dixon RCD office, (707) 678
1655, extension 105, or Jodie
Salz at the Solano RCD office,
(707)678-1655, extension 109.
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Event features women’s music

The local crowds have
been clamoring for another
Women’s Music Nite, but
they need worry nomore. Af-
ter a long hiatus, Women'’s
Music Nite is returning, and
will present a musical
evening guaranteed to
please the whole communi-
ty. Featuring Duval Speck,
LisHarvey and special guest
The D’'Town Ballerz,
Women’s Music Nite will
take place on Saturday, Jan.
27, 7-9 p.m. at the cozy and
comfortable Common
Grounds Coffee, 2171 Cowell
Boulevard in Davis.

The Women’s Music Nite
series welcomes everyone
and all ages to attend this
showcase that started in
1978 and has featured
women songwriters from
around the world. Past per-
formersinclude the mosttal-
ented local, regional, and
east coast musicians, aswell
as many international acts
from a variety of countries,
many with the most presti-
gious songwriting awards.
They include a Grammy and
Tony winner, and several
songwriters who were later
chosen to tour with famous
national and international
acts. Yet when asked what
performances they have en-
joyed the most, many per-
formers have named the
Women’s Music Nite series
as one of their favorites, the
respectful and enthusiastic
audiences being often men-
tioned as a stand-out. In an
intimate and comfortable at-
mosphere, the series has en-
dured and nourished musi-
cians and audience alike.

The performers include
Duval Speck (Linda Duval
and Cathy Speck), well-
known for their dance band
The Essentials as well as
their original duowhich fea-
tures captivating harmonies
and memorable lyrics. Lin-
da and Cathy have been fo-
cusing on the dance band
performances, buttheir fans
have missed the intricate
musical endeavors of the
duo, so they’re back for this
special engagement. Duval
Speck “specializes in almost
everything, and then some”
and are both seasoned musi-
cians with something to say.
A unique blend of musical
magic, the regional favorites
are known for memorable
original songs, and for their
humorous stage presence
and innovative musician-
ship. Their past perfor-
mances include The Palms,
Oprah Winfrey’s Oxygen
Tank Tour, and the Cabaret
show at Club 21, to name a
few.

Sharing the evening will
be Lis Harvey, whose ro-
mance with the road landed
her in Ripley’s Believe It or
Not at age 25. That year, the
New England native played
52 concerts in all 50 US
states in 60 days and won the
first Guinness World Record
for extreme touring. With

her voice and finger-style
guitar, the result is rather
like a jazzy, folk cocktail —
on the rocks. Harvey began
with classical piano at five,
and by twelve had talked her
parents into buying her a
cherry red Fender Strat.
She performed alongside
her father, a concert bass, in
choral works like Handel’s
Messiah, while developing
her own vocal style through
musical theater, jazz choir,
and yodeling (a skill passed
down by her father). She
scraped together enough
scholarship money to pur-
sue composition at Carnegie
Mellon in Pittsburgh and,
within a year, released her
firstCD.

The EP garnered praise
from critics and touring
celebrities. On school vaca-
tions, Harvey toured the
Northeast and managed to
launch Erlendahle Records,
her own small label. While
continuing to record under
the Erlendahle umbrella,
Harvey created her firstside
project, the shelter benefit
tour “Will Folk For Food.”
Sponsored by Oasis CD Man-
ufacturers, “Will Folk For
Food” has raised awareness
for domestic violence by get-
ting audiences nationwide
to bring donations for their
local safe house. Harvey has
recorded three full albums
and logged roughly 600 solo
concerts in the US and East-
ern Canada-allasanindie.

Her fourth recording,
“Porcupine,” won the 2005
Madison Area Music Award
for Best Acoustic Album. In
2006, Liswas a finalistin the
Kerrville Folk Festival's

Harvest Days 2007 scheduled

After a very successful
Harvest Days 2006, orga-
nizers are eager to
launch their first meet-
ing for Harvest Days
2007. Volunteers inter-
ested in helping out at
this year’s event can at-
tend the first Special
Events Committee meet-

ingonJan. 18 at 7 p.m. at
the Hampton Inn and
Suites, 800 Mason Street
in VVacaville.

Harvest Days 2007
takes place Oct. 20-28
with the Pumpkin Patch,
open Oct. 12-31. For more
information, call (707)
450-0500.

-

13 Main Street
downtown Winters, CA

Coming up
Thurs. 1/25 - Jo-El Sonnier
Fri. 1/26 - Eliza Gilkyson

Wed. 1/31 - Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper

featuring Audie Blaylock
Seetherest of our schedule online at palmsplayhouse.com

~N

New Folk Contest. In 2005,
Harveywonfirstplace inthe
PrairieFest Songwriting
Contest,wasafinalistin Fal-
con Ridge Folk Festival's
Emerging Artist Showcase,
and garnered honorable
mention from the Telluride
Bluegrass Festival’s Trou-
badour Contest (a feat she
managed in 2006 as well). A
winner of the 2004 Ottawa
Folk Festival Audition Fi-
nals (she performed at the
festival along with Arlo
Guthrie, Judy Collins,
Michael Franti, and many
others), Harvey was a finalis
in the Minnesota Folk Festi-
val “New Folk” Songwriting
Contest that same year. She
was also the 2004/2005 grant
recipient of Madison
CitiIARTS’ “Signature
Grant,” an artist fellowship
awarded once a year to a
Wisconsin artist in the visu-
al or performing arts. In her
travels, Harvey has been
featured on the syndicated
radio program Acoustic
Cafe, on several NPR shows,
including CarTalk and
Whatd’Ya Know, and on
CNN, Headline News, and
inthe Associated Press. Her
performances range from
the Bluebird Cafe in

Courtesy Photo
Women’s Music Nite will take place on Saturday, Jan. 27, 7-9 p.m. at the cozy and comfortable
Common Grounds Coffee, 2171 Cowell Boulevard in Davis.

Nashville to the Kapi’Olani
College in Hawaii.

Rounding out the evening
will be an entertaining mu-
sical performance by the D’-
Town Ballerz, players from
the Davis High School Girls
Frosh Basketball Team,
where Cathy Speck is the as-
sistant coach. There will be
adonation box available for
those who wish to donate to
the girls basketball team,
which is trying to raise mon-
ey for their uniforms, tour-
nament fees, etc.

The Women’s Music Nite
series is held at Common
Grounds Coffee in Dauvis,
2171 Cowell Boulevard.
There is a $5-$10 sliding
scale cover charge at the
door (pay as much asyou can
afford),all agesarewelcome
and music-loving kids 12
and under are free. Com-
mon Grounds has a livin-
groom-like atmosphere,
complete with comfortable
chairsand couches, and reg-
ular seating.

For more information,
contact A Duval Speck Pro-
duction at 756-8260, visit us
at www.duvalspeck.com, or
e - m a i |
Music@duvalspeck.com.

Senior Spirit
Night supports
our graduates

Since 1992, Winters
High School has spon-
sored a save and sober
graduation celebra-
tion for its senior class
called Grad Nite. In or-
der to accomplish this
event, one large
fundraiser is planned
called “Senior Spirit
Night.” This year, Se-
nior Spirit Night will
be held Saturday,
March 10, at the St. An-
thony’s Parish Hall in
Winters.

The evening will be-
gin at 6 p.m. with a no-
host bar. Dinner will
follow at 7 p.m. Tickets
cost $100 for two to at-
tend with one chance
to win the prize. Also
available are “Chance
only tickets” for $50
each (no attendance

required). The top two
tickets will be award-
ed cash prizes of $7,500
for the final ticket left
on the board and
$1,500 for the runner
up. A conciliation
prize will be awarded
in the amount of $1,000.

Dinner, dancing and
asilent auction will be
offered to all who at-
tend. The goal of this
fund-raiser is to gener-
ate much of the cash
needed to cover the ex-
penses of the Grad
Night party. The com-
munity is encouraged
to attend to support
the Winters High
School class of 2007.
For ticket information,
call Karen Neil, 795-
1060.

Getting married? Just had a baby? Graduated
from college?
Announceitinthe Express —it’s free!
Call 795-4551 for assistance
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and mandarins are the
hardiest, and lemons, or-
anges and grapefruit fall
in between.

Although the trees look
pretty miserable, Seeger
says most will pull
through in time. The crop
itself, however, is a total
loss. She explains that al-
though the fruit looks fine
on the outside, the vesi-
clesinside (which are sim-
ilar to cells in the body)
burst when frozen, turn-
ing the fruit inside to
mush. It still tastes good
though, and Seeger
demonstrates this by slic-
ing a wedge from a blood
orange and offering a bite
—sweet and juicy.

Seeger says fruit that's
still on trees or has fallen
to the ground may still be
salvaged if picked within
the next couple days. The
fruit can still be juiced
and frozen, turned into
marmalade or used for
cooking. But it needs to be
done quickly, as once the
vesicles burst, the fruit
doesn’t last long.

Luckily for the Seegers,
the orchard isonly asmall
part of Four Winds Grow-
ers, which specializes in
wholesale nursery plants
for a variety of area retail
outlets large and small,
from Suisun Valley Grow-
ers here in Winters up to
bigger chains like Home
Depotand Lowe’s. Sixteen
acres of the ranch are de-
voted to the nursery and
only a tiny fraction of the
plants sustained any frost
damage at all because the
nursery plants are pro-
tected by large tents of
mesh and frost blankets.
Most  weathered last
week’s icy weather just
fine, even the avocados,
which are the most fragile
of all.

Although low tempera-
tures in town were record-
ed in the lower 20s for sev-
eral days about two weeks
ago, Seeger says the ther-

mometer up in the hills
above Lake Solano where
Four Winds is located
read a chilly 15 degrees
overnight on Jan. 14. The
next day wasn’t much bet-
ter, hitting a low of 22 de-
grees. Seeger says the
danger zone is 24 degrees
for citrus, which can’t
withstand that tempera-
ture for more than a few
hours. Just 10 hours at
temperatures 24 degrees
or lower can damage cit-
rus trees.

“We’ve had other times
when the temperature
dropped to 24 degrees for
a short duration with no
damage,” says Seeger.
“It’s a combination of du-
ration and low tempera-
ture that causes damage
to the fruit.”

Noting that many peo-
ple in the area may have
citrus trees in their back
yards that look a lot like
the pitiful lemon tree on
her patio, Seeger advises
patience. Rather than im-
mediately pruning dam-
aged branches or remov-
ing leaves, she says to
leave the trees alone and
see what they do when
they begin to leaf out in
the spring. Furthermore,
she says removing wilted,
dried out leaves can be a
mistake because they in-
sulate healthy leaves
nearer to the trunk. In the
spring, when all danger of
frost is past, Seeger says
light pruning of damaged
branches can be used “as
an opportunity to shape
the tree.”

“Don’t panic if your
trees look bad right now.
Wait and see what hap-
pens,” she says. “Pick and
store what fruit you can —
juice itand freezeitinice
cube trays or Ziplock bag-
gies. If it tastes good, use
it”

As for preventing fur-
ther frost damage should
the temperature dip down
again, Seeger says frost
blankets (or any other
blankets or sheets) and
antitranspirant sprays
are helpful, as are plain

old Christmas lights. Next
year, Seeger says back-
yard growers could get in
the holiday spirit and
have frost protection al-
ready in place by string-
ing Christmas lights
through their citrus when
they’re decorating. The
lights should be turned on
when the temperature
drops to 28 degrees.

“It’'s a good time to make
the yard festive anyway,”
she says.

Another protection for
trees and delicate plants
with the onset of freezing
weather is give them plen-
ty of water.

“It’'s good to water citrus
and other tender plants
deeply,” says Seeger.
“Freezing soil pulls water
from the roots and dehy-
drates them. Freezing
also pulls water out of the
cellsin the leaves.”

Following a freeze, par-
ticularly in dry weather
such as Northern Califor-
nia is currently experi-
encing, Seeger says to
make sure plants contin-
ue to get enough water. As
for protection on freezing
nights, Seeger says she’s
not a big fan of sprinkling
water over citrus trees be-
cause it creates heavy
sheets of ice and icicles
which can break limbs.

“Antitranspirant spray
or fabric is a better
choice,” says Seeger.

The Seegers learned
how to minimize citrus
damage the hard way back
in 1990, when they didn’t
have frost covers and the
temperature dipped to 15.
That year, they lost 90 per-
cent of their nursery
plants and decided to in-
vest in the protective
tents. In this year’s frost,
Seeger says the main
problem Four Winds will
face is cleanup in the or-
chard..

“We’re gonna have a lot
of fruitto clean up — a lot
of fruit composting.”

Seeger’s knowledge of
citrus comes from many
years of family business.
Her grandfather, Floyd

Dillon, worked with re-
searchers at UC Riverside
and developed dwarf cit-
rus trees, an idea many
ridiculed at the time.
Seeger says no one could
understand why anyone
would want smaller trees.
Dillon proved them
wrong, as dwarf citrus be-
came very popular, partic-
ularly for back yard grow-
ers.

Seeger’'s family went
into the citrus growing
business in the 1950s in
Carmel, then Southern
California. In 1954, the
family business moved to
Fremont. Seeger remem-
bers working at the nurs-
ery with her siblings dur-
ing school vacations. She
and her husband moved to
Winters in 1988, purchas-
ing the ranch where Four
Winds is now located.

More crops woes

The orchard at Four
Winds wasn’t the only one
to suffer in Winters. Tony
Turkovich of the 32-acre
Button & Turkovich
ranch, located in the hills
west of town, says he still
doesn’t know for sure how
much damage the orchard
sustained last week.

“We still have hopes we
saved some of it,” says
Turkovich. “We’re still
looking at the fruit to see
if it’'s damaged. So far, it
looks pretty good.”

Unlike Seeger,
Turkovich says he em-
ployed the sprinkling
method in an effort to pro-
tect the orchard, which is
devoted to navel oranges.

“We put lots of sprin-
klers up,” says Turkovich,
noting that the areas of
the orchard that did not
have sprinklers have been
damaged. He says he
recorded low tempera-
tures of 19 degrees last
week at his ranch.

“It’s not so much tree
damage as it was years
ago.”

Turkovich was in the
middle of harvesting his
crop when the freezing
weather hit, with only

about 20 percent picked.
Unfortunately, he ex-
plains, if even some of the
fruit is found to have frost
damage upon inspection,
the whole crop isaloss be-
cause it's difficult to tell if
citrus has been damaged
by looking at it from the
outside. The skin can look
just fine, but inside, it’s
mush.

“If some is damaged, we
have to let all of it go,” says
Turkovich.

Turkovich suffered a
one-two punch from Moth-
er Nature this year be-
cause another of his crops,
tomatoes, was also dam-
aged this year by a late
summer heat wave.

“It's been a challenge,”
he says dryly.

At least the prune crop
is likely to be okay, he
says, because prune trees
are dormant this time of
year and actually need
cold weather, and will not
likely be damaged by the
freeze. However, he says
anyone who treated their
prune orchard with oil
spray before the freeze
may have some concerns.
Another of his crops that
might not have survived
the cold weather is his
seedling alfalfa. Only time
will tell for sure. He says
the established plants are
also dormant and can
withstand sub-freezing
weather.

Area walnut farmers
won’t have to worry about
the recent cold weather.
Walnut rancher Joe Mar-
tinez says last week’s
weather will have no ef-
fect on mature walnut
trees, which can withstand

temperatures down to
zero and sometimes lower.
Young trees, however,

sometimes don’tdowell in
freezing weather.

“Right now, we’ve
checked and we haven’t
seen any damage on the
young trees. Things look
okay,” says Martinez.
“When the trees come out
of dormancy, we could
have a problem.”

Martinez says wind is a
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Citrus trees across the area are
showing stress and leaf dam-
age like this following a stretch
of freezing weather last week.
Below, the damage done by
freezing weather to the inside
of an orange is shown. The
fruit’s vesicles (cells) have
burstand are no longer visible.

bigger foe to walnuts than
cold weather, and notes
that many walnut farmers
lost some of their crop
when the sustained wind
whipped up to more than
40 miles per hour last Sep-
tember, knocking the nuts
off the trees before they
were ready. He notes that
with the rare occasion of
an early frost in the fall or
a late cold snap in the
spring, walnuts “hold up
pretty good.”



