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Grand Jury
response done

By DEBBIE HEMENWAY
Staff writer

Anyone  attending
last Thursday’s Win-
ters School Board
meeting who was not
already familiar with
the events of the past
year and a half would
most likely have had
no idea of the magni-
tude of the drama that
has enveloped the dis-
trict in that time.

The trustees voted
unanimously and with
little discussion be-
yond clarification of
minor points to accept
and submit to the Yolo
County Grand Jury a
set of responses to
findings and recom-
mendations that grew
from an investigation
into administrative
and board conduct.
The investigation was
instigated at the re-
quest of community
members who were
angered by what they
perceived as unre-
sponsiveness to wide-
ly-held anger over the
dismissal of Winters

High School Principal
George Griffin in
March of 2010 and by
what they believed to
be a pattern of miscon-
duct at the Board and
administrative levels.

That investigation
found that the former
Superintendent Re-
beccaGillespie had vi-
olated conflict of in-
terest laws in the hir-
ing of an outside con-
sultant with whom she
had a romantic rela-
tionship. It also found
misconduct and viola-
tion of Brown Act pro-
visions by the board of
trustees.

The response, which
will be posted in full
on the Express web-
site, was prepared by
an ad hoc board com-
mittee comprised of
President Dan
Maguire and Trustees
Robyn Rominger and
David Reynoso. The
trustees worked with
special counsel Doug
Friefeld to create the
document from many

See RESPONSE, page A-11

City plans to propose
large downtown hotel

By ELLIOT LANDES
Staff writer

At the Aug. 16 city
council meeting, City
Manager John Don-
levy unveiled his pro-
posal for a grand
downtown  boutique
hotel, to be built on a
patch of city parcels.
The city has been
working to acquire on
the north half of the
block bounded by
Railroad, First and
Abbey streets.

The city will be of-
fering a Request for
Proposal (RFP) to find
adeveloper to propose
a 150-room, three-sto-
ry hotel for the site,
which will include re-
tail along Railroad,
underground parking
and facilities foracon-
ference center.

The city will be of-
fering the developer a
long term land lease
for the site, in return
for which the city
would reap sales tax
as well as significant
“transient occupancy
tax,” or hotel tax,
which has become the
gold standard for com-
munity taxes in Cali-
fornia, with the re-
duced value of proper-
ty taxes in the wake of

Prop. 13.

Donlevy expects the
developer to invest
$40-60 million.

“We have millions of
dollars going into the
creek (projects),” said
Donlevy, “millions of
dollars going into the
downtown, to make
this a great place for

See HOTEL on page A-5
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Included In this week's Issue are
advertising inserts from:
Lorenzo’s Market, Cabela’s,
Pizza Factory, Yolo County
Office of Education

(Supplements are sent to Winters,
Woodland, Davis, Capay Valley,
Dixon, Vacaville and Fairfield.)

Weather readings are taken
at 9 am. daily, covering the
previous 24 hour period.

Date Rain Hi Lo

Aug. 17 94 56
Aug. 18 94 57
Aug. 19 96 55
Aug. 20 90 56
Aug. 21 89 55
Aug. 22 89 55
Aug.23 91 58

Rain for week: 0
Season’s total: O

Rainfall season begins
July 1, ends June 30

“It’s Your Choice”
All Insurance Welcome

For 26 years Solano County’s most
respected collision repair facility

I-CAR, ASE, Certified Welding,
Quality Workmanship & Lifetime Warranties

(701427-2417

885 Beck Avenue, Fairfield, CA
\All major credit cards accepted /

Oven 800 Stones \

LRy

VALLEY FLOORS
(530)795-1713

Lance & Gina Linville, Owners
Cont. Lic. No. 563789
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Pablo Sanches, lariat artist with Los Charros los Ca-
porales, demonstrates his mastery of the lariat. Los
Charros los Caporales will perform at 6:30 p.m., and
will offer ballet folklorico and mariachi music in addi-

The four bravest women in town will also compete for the title of “Most Talented” in this year’s Winters Has Tal-
ent competition at the Earthquake Street Festival. From left are defending champion Allie Griffey, Isabella Quin-
tana, Tessa Rawlinson and Stormi Norfolk, all singers. The contest begins at 7:30 p.m., just before the street

Shake,
shake,
shake!

Earthquake Street Festival
shakes up downtown Main Street
on Friday, Aug. 26, 5-11 p.m.

By DEBRA DeANGELO
Express editor

There will be awhole lotta shakin’ goin’ on
on downtown Main Street this Friday, as Win-
ters’ annual end of summer party, the Earth-
quake Street Festival, rocks and rolls the
town. This year’s street party begins at5 p.m.
with free children’s activities, coordinated
by the City of Winters After School program.
Hula hoop, freeze dance and limbo competi-
tions are planned, with prizes for the win-

ners.

The Kalpulli Xihuacoatl Aztec dancers
take ther stage at 5:30 p.m., bringing tradi-
tional Aztec dance to the festival, and at 6

i_ : 1 »
Photo by Debra DeAngelo

tion to lariat. See SHAKE on page A-12
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Tentative
redistricting FUTURE SUBSCRIBERS
SChedUIe JAMESON DANIEL MATHIAS is the newborn son of Candi Ochoa and Danny
Mathias of Long Beach. Born at 1:29 p.m. Aug. 6, 2011, at Long Beach Memorial
announced H(_)spit_al in Long Beach, he weighed 8 pounds and was 19 % inches Iong._H_e
The Yolo County joins sister Jayde Mathias, 1 year, 10 months. Maternal grandparents are Eligio

Board of Supervisors
has set the following
tentative schedule for
considering revised
district boundaries for
Yolo County:

~ Sept. 13: Consider
redistricting recom-
mendations and con-
duct first reading of
draft ordinances
based on each of the
Redistricting Advisory

See MEETINGS on page A-8
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4499 Putah Creek Rd.
(530) 795-2994

Bark, Perlite, Potting
Soils, Humus, Topsoil,
Sand & Gravels,
Rocks & Boulders
CulvertPipe
Sold & Delivered in

\ Bulk Quanities /

Stanton.

rera of Winters.

and Eusebia Ochoa of Winters. Paternal grandparents are Joe and Monica
Mathias of Long Beach and Mike and Patty Proctor of Big Bear. Maternal great-
grandparents are Balbino Rosales of Winters and the late Maria Rosales. Pater-
nal great-grandparents are Matt Mathias of Seal Beach and Shannon Biggs of

ROMAN ORLANDO BARRERA is the newborn son of Tessa Larosee and Or-
lando Barrera of Vacaville. Born at 11:48 a.m. Aug. 11, 2011, at Sutter Davis Hos-
pital, he weighed 8 pounds, 2 ounces, and was 21 inches long. Maternal grand-
parents are Ann Johnson and Thomas Schrader of Davis and Dwayne Larosee
of Antioch. Paternal grandparents are Dolores Ochoa of Winters and Jose
Manuel Barrera of Mexico. Maternal great-grandparents are Ruth Bennett of
Alameda, and Robert Bennett and Donna Brooks-Bennett of Pittsburg. Paternal
great-grandparents are Eligio and Eusebia Ochoa of Winters and Carmen Bar-

STATE FARM
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INSURANCE
®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Andy Pignataro, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 0002919
104 Browns Valley Parkway
Vacauville, CA 95688 « Bus: 707-452-9599

statefarm.com
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OBITUARY
David ‘Dean’ Griffin

David “Dean” Griffin, a Winters native, died
July 28, 2011. Born Aug. 12,1921, he was 89.

“Dean,” as he was called to compliment his
twin sister Elizabeth “Jean” Griffin. David was
son of John DeVilbiss (“Son”) Griffin and Grace
Judy Griffin. He was grandson to Joe Boggs and
Helena Griffin and to David O’Rear and Hattie
Judy, and descended from several Winters pio-
neer families.

David was a technical sergeant in the Army
Air Corps (now the Air Force) from January 1940
to September 1945, serving in the 996th Engi-
neering Squadron during World War Il. He stud-
ied navigation with the Federal Bureau of Navi-
gation before joining the Army. At the Army Air
Force Boeing Service School, he became a spe-
cialist for the P38, B17 and B24 airplanes. He
carried his electronics and mechanical skills
into a 23-year career with Chevron. He later
studied real estate law and education, earning a
master’s degree in education. He worked as
both a real estate agent and as a teacher until
his retirement, after which he and wife JoAnn
travelled around the U.S., visiting family and
historical places of interest.

David is survived by his wife, JoAnn F. Griffin,
son John L. Griffin, daughter Suzanne J. Grib-
ble, grandchildren Ryan Griffin, Thomas San-
tos, Michelle Griffin and Michael Griffin, and
three great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his grandson
Lance Cpl. John A. Gentile, USMC. He is also
survived by many nieces and nephews.

A loving family man, David is missed by all he
came in contact with, family members said.

Graveside services are planned at 1 p.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 26, at at Winters Cemetery.

One Warren convicted,

[ ] [ ]

awalils sentencing
By LAUREN KEENE ment that alleged
McNaughton Noelle Warren inflict-
Newspapers ed serious bodily
injury on Jonathan
Yolo County prose- Pinkerton, one of two
cutors want to re-try a motorcyclists who
Dixon man accused of Wwere struck  from

aiding his daughter
following a 2007 hit-
and-run collision that
infjured two Davis
motorcyclists.

A jury voted 10-2
earlier this month
to acquit 52-year-old
Lorin Warren on a
charge of being an
accessory to a felony.
But Deputy District
Attorney Clinton
Parishhassaidasecond
trial would enable him
tointroducepotentially
incriminating  state-
ments by Warren that
were not allowed dur-
ing the joint trial with
hisdaughterNoelle.

Noelle Warren, 27,
was convicted Aug. 8
of felony hit-and-run.

Last week, Yolo
Superior Court Judge
Timothy  Fall dis-

missed an enhance-

behind by the woman’s
Chevy Tahoe on rural
Russell Boulevard on
Aug. 27, 2007.

Noelle Warren faces
a possible sentence
ranging from proba-
tion to up to four years
in state prison. Her
attorney, Steven Sab-
badini, requested
additional time to file
a motion for a new tri-
al in the case. Lorin
Warren’s attorney,
David Dratman, plans
to file a request to
have the accessory
charge dismissed,
according to Parish.

Both Sabbadini and
Dratman have de-
clined to comment on
the cases while they
are still pending. A
hearing on both
motions is scheduled
for Sept. 29.

Weekly police report

Aug. 14
~ 2 p.m., 100 block of
Third Street, sprin-
kler heads were re-
moved from an irriga-
tion system. Loss: $300.

Aug. 15-16
~ 3-7:22 p.m., 1000
block of Hoover Street,
a license plate was
stolen from a vehicle.

Aug. 16
~ Time unknown,
Creekside Way and
Blue Oak Lane, black
spray paint was used
to write graffiti on
street signs. Damage:

$150.

~ 6:30 a.m., Beatriz
Gonzalez, 30, of Win-
ters, was issued a
notice to appear for
being an unlicensed
driver.

~ 11:30 a.m., 100
block of Westwood
Court, a garage door
window was broken.
Damage: $50.

~ 12:20 p.m., found
U.S. currency was
turned over to the
police department.

~ 5:24 p.m., Fernan-
do Garcia Juarez, 45,

See POLICE on page B-6

YESTERYEAR

Wilson “Pokey” Wallace, seated at the Linotype at the Winters Express in
the 1950s, shows a group of Cub Scouts how the typesetter works.

File photo
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YEARS AGO

September 7,1961

A 10-year-old Winters
boy narrowly escaped
injury last Wednesday
afternoon when he ran
a tractor into a tree in
the McMahon Tract,
southeast of Winters.

The property tax
rate for Winters resi-
dents will be $6.61 per
$100 of assessed valu-
ation for the 1961-
62 fiscal year, accord-
ing to figures com-
piled by Yolo County
officials.

The high school
enrollment this year,
as of Tuesday, was 220
students, according to
Marvin Gerber, princi-
pal.

Winds of gale force
Friday night and Satur-
day severely damaged
farm crops in the Win-
ters area, with tons of
almonds, walnuts and
olives being blown to
the ground. Limbswere
broken off a number of
trees in the area and
some roofs were dam-
aged.

The planning com-
mission will meet next
Tuesday evening at 8
p.m. in the City Hall,
with Charles Graf pre-
siding.

Mrs. Venus Burnham
had as Labor Day
guests her sister and
brother-in-law, Mr. and
Mrs. A. Barty of Vacav-
ille.

YEARS AGO

September 6, 1946

Contract for paving
the 5-7 miles of the pro-
posed Vacaville-Win-
ters-Dunnigan cut-off
has been awarded to
Frederickson Broth-
ers of San Mateo. Cost

of construction has
been estimated at
$512,000.

Winters elementary
school will open Mon-
day, September 16,
J.M. Clayton, princi-
pal, advises. Miss Irma
Updegraft is a new fac-
ulty member and will
be teaching the sixth
grade.

H.U. Rice has sold
his 1insurance busi-
ness in the same loca-
tion on Railroad
Avenue. Mr. Rice is
retiring following 31

years in business
here.
Captain Charles

Graf arrived Wednes-
day from Tokyo by
plane, at Fairfield
where he was met by
members of his fami-
ly. He was called
home by the illness of
his wife. The trip from
Tokyo was made in 2%
days.

Little Miss Carol
Elain arrived August
23, 1946, to gladden
the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Clifton Perkins.
She was born at the
Woodland Clinic hos-
pital.

Weekly fire department
report

August 8

~ 1-505 and County
Road 29A, grass fire

~ 1-505 and Putah
Creek Road, grass fire

~ 8000 block of
Boyce Road, investiga-
tion of black smoke

~ 900 block of East
Grant Avenue, person
stuck in bathroom

August9
~ 400 block of Baker
Street, public assist

August 10
~ 8000 block of
Patrick Lane, mutual
aid to Vacaville struc-
ture fire

August 11l
~ SB I-505 and High-
way 128, grass fire
~ 28000 block of EI
Camino, smoke inves-
tigation
~ 28000 block of EI

See FIRE on page B-6
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BRYAN-BRAKER
FUNERAL HOME

Funeral Professionals Since 1906

CALL AND COMPARE PRICES:

CREMATIONS
VETERAN SERVICES
GRANITE & BRONZE

131 SouTtH FirsT ST, DIxoN, CA 95620
(707) 693-0292

WWW.BRYANBRAKER.COM

FD1989

If you were
a jewel,
what kind

We understand this, so we

34 Main St., Winters

(530) 795-5600
FD-2013

would 1t be?

A ruby? A diamond? An emerald?

The fact is, like a jewel, we all have many sides to our
character. And, thankfully, no two people are alike.

options as unique as the individuals we serve.

Wiscombe

FUNERAIL HOME

Services are rare as people are.

o,

e

offer a variety of service

116 D Street, Davis

(530) 758-5500
FD-992

100

YEARS AGO

September 8, 1911

Mr. Samuels of Red
Bluff will succeed
Mr. Hunter as princi-
pal of the grammar
school.

Mrs. F.C. Hemenway
and son, Harvey, took
in the circus in Sacra-
mento Wednesday.

The Catholic Church
of Winters was recent-
lywired and illuminat-
ed for the first time at
vesper services Tues-
day night.

The water commit-
tee of the town board
has recommended
that the water tower
and tank be repaint-
ed.

The W.C.T.U. met
Thursday at the home
of Mrs. L. Edwards.

Miss Jeanette Ran-
kin, a noted women’s
suffrage organizer,
held an open air meet-
ing in Winters Satur-
day night.

Miss Helene J.
Sloane of San Francis-
co returned to town
this week to resume
her class in music in
the Winters Grammar
School.

H.W. Furlong is the
father of a gigantic
scheme to reclaim the
Yolo Basin, a quarter
of a million dollars
having been sub-
scribed for the under-
taking.

Berryessa
down .53
of a foot

The level of Lake
Berryessafell by .53 of a
foot during the past
week, with a reduction
in storage of 9,456 acre
feet of water, according
to Mickey Faulkner of
the Solano Irrigation
District.

He reported Tuesday
morning that the lake
was 428.65 feet above
sea level, with storage
computed at 1,343,624
acre feet of water.

The SID is diverting
495 second feet of
water into the Putah
South Canal and 36 sec-
ond feet is flowing in
Putah Creek at the
Diversion Dam.

Evaporation on Lake
Berryessa averaged 301
acre feet of water per
day during the week.

115

YEARS AGO

September 4, 1896

Ernest Andrews, of
Mathews, N.Y., a rela-
tive of Mrs. L. Moody,
arrived here last week
from Alaska, whither
he went to seek his for-
tune. Mr. Andrews says
there are hundreds,
probably thousands of
men who cannot get out
without assistance.

Eisner and Dinkel-
speil’s store will be
closed from Monday
evening September
7th at 6 o’clock, until
Tuesday evening at the
same hour on account
of Jewish holiday.

The State Synod of
the Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church will
be held in Winters
commencing Oct. 13th
and continuing during
the week.

Mrs. Coffin and
daughter, of San Fran-
cisco, who have been
visiting at the home of
F.J. Bonney for some
time, returned to their
home Thursday.

FW. Wilson has
returned from a two
weeks’ trip to the sea-
side, principally spent
at Pacific Grove and
Del Monte.

Grandpa Pleasants
and Miss Laura Pleas-
ants left Monday for
Kentucky. They expect
to be absent about two
months.

W Milton Carpenter %
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Rodrigruez is finalist

for nation

McNAUGHTON
NEWSPAPERS

Catalina Rodriguez
of Winters was in high
school when her 18-
month-old son, lIsaac,
died of complications
from cerebral palsy.
Now an incoming
sophomore at Solano
College, she has been
named a qualifier for
the national “Most In-
fluential College Stu-
dent” award by Stay-
Classy.org.

Rodriguez is one of
only 30 college stu-
dents or organizations
across the country up
for the award and the
only one in the greater
Sacramento area.

To advance to the
round of 10 finalists,
she needs community
votes by Friday, Aug.
26. To vote, visit
www.stayclassy.org/cla
ssy-awards, click on
Most Influential Col-
lege Student and se-
lect Catalina Ro-
driguez from the drop-
down list.

“It does not get much
more heartbreaking —
and inspiring — than
Caty’s story,” said
Doug Bergman, presi-
dent and CEO of Unit-
ed Cerebral Palsy of
Sacramento and
Northern California,
who nominated her for
the award. “We are so
proud of this incredi-
ble mom, whose love

&

for her son shines
through everything
she does.”

Rodriguez dedicat-
ed her high school se-
nior project to raising
funds for UCP of
Sacramento and
Northern California,
which empowers peo-
ple with all develop-
mental disabilities to
live life without limits.
Rodriguez’s senior
project began in early
2010 when she formed
a partnership with
First Northern Bank
in Winters. When cus-
tomers made a dona-
tion, a paper heartwas
displayed. By the end
of April 2010, the bank
was covered in paper
hearts.

Rodriguez also held
carwashes, garage
sales and a hikeathon
and sold a spa to raise

al awrd
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Courtesy photo
Catalina Rodriguez looks at photos of her infant son,
Isaac, who died from cerebral palsy and inspired her to
raise awareness about the disaease.

funds. She spent more
than 300 hours and
raised $7,800 for UCP.

Each month, UCP of
Sacramento and
Northern California
serves 2,600 children
and adults with devel-
opmental disabilities
and their families in
Yolo, Butte, El Dora-
do, Nevada, Placer,

Sacramento, Shasta
and Sutter counties.
Programs include

Saddle Pals adaptive
horseback riding,
UCP’s Autism Center
for Excellence at

Sacramento State,
adult day programs,
independent living

services, transporta-
tion and in-home
respite care for fami-
lies.

For more informa-
tion, visit www. ucps-
acto.org.

Downtown business owners invited
to agritourism meeting Weds., Aug. 31,
6 p.m. at Root Stock, 22 Main Street

Getting married? Just had a baby?
Anniversary? Earned a degree?

Announce it in the Express —it's free!

Call 795-4551 for assistance or email
information to news@wintersexpress.com
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Thanks for
making
our event
successful

We would like to ex-
tend our heartfelt
thanks to all support-
ers and volunteers for
making our first Win-
ters Farm to School
outreach event a great
success. Well over 120
parents and kids par-
ticipated, enjoying fun
food and farm activi-
ties, storytelling, face
painting, brainy
breakfast and yummy
lunch ideas, and heat-
quenching pool time
sponsored by the city.

More than 150 pounds
of gorgeous local pro-
duce was given away,
thanks to donors War-
ren’s OMRP, Rominger
Brothers Farms, Har-
ris Moran Seed Com-
pany, and Capay Or-
ganic.

Yolo County Library
was on hand to provide
event set-up and a
book display (through
August) that features
food and farm books
that can be checked
out. Kids loved the
Winters Friends of the
Library food-themed

book give-away as
well.

All are welcome to
our recipes and

brochures by contact-
ing wintersfarm-
toschool@gmail.com. If
you're interested in
getting involved, ei-
ther email us at the
above address or at-
tend our meetings on
the fourth Thursday of
each month at7:15 p.m.
at the WJUSD office

(909 Grant Avenue).
PAT THOMPSON
Winters Farm to School
program

It was a
totally fun
Fun Run

The Warrior Pride
Fun Run was a great
success! Coming in
first place for the
men’s 10k was Steve
Garcia with a time of
43.23. In the Women’s
10k 1st place went to
Stephanie Carbahal
with a time of 52.44. In
the 5k 1st place for the
men went to Andrew
Meidlinger with a time
of 20.35 and for the
women’s 5k 1st place
went to Karen Ro-
driguez with a time of
29.44.
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ST ANOTHER DAY
ON WALL STREET.,

On behalf of the Win-
ters Jr. Warriors we
would like to say thank
you to all the partici-
pants and sponsors
that helped make the
first annual Warrior
Pride Fun Run a suc-
cess. The kids are all
very appreciative of
all the generosity and
hard work put into this
event.

A special thank you
to our sponsors: Win-
ters Volunteer Fire
Department, Western
Health Advantage, Mc-
Donald’s of Vacaville,
Mathew & Bimson Fi-
nancial, Preserve, Piz-
za Factory, Mariani
Nut Co, Buckhorn,
Lester’'s Farm, Round
Table, Steady Eddys,
Road ID, Luke Allen
Designs, Ink Monkey,
Marcello & Evie Quin-
tana, Culligan, Cattle-
man’s, Olivia Barbosa

Photography, Romin-
ger West  Winery,
Lorenzo’s Town &

Country Market, Al-
hambra, Teresa &
Miguel Garcia.
Another special
thank you to our cheer-
leaders who did a
great job cheering our
participants on and
KCRA Channel 3 for
covering our event.
Seeyou all nextyear!
JANELLE WINSLOW
and JAIME GARCIA
Fun Run Coordinators

Fundraiser
supports
wreath
project

It’s that time of year
again and we need
your help. This will be
the sixth year of col-
lecting and distribut-
ing wreaths for the
fallen at the Sacra-
mento Valley National
Cemetery in Dixon and
you can help in a num-
ber of ways.

We are having a
fundraiser on Sept. 3,
and are selling tickets

for those who would
like to attend or do-
nate items for the
silent auction. If you
would like to donate by
sending a check,
please make that
payable to Remember-
AVet.net and mail to:
Stocking, PO Box 773,
Winters, CA 95694.

Our 3rd annual
“Country In The Hills”
FUNdraiser is Satur-
day, Sept. 3, at the Yin
Ranch in Vacaville.
Doors open at 6 p.m.
with a tri-tip dinner
and desserts on the
menu. Stay all night
and enjoy the no-host
bar, silent auction and
dance to music from
the California Cow-
boys.

Tickets are just $40
and are on sale now.
Tables of eight are
available for $280. You
can purchase tickets at
California Outdoor
Properties, 707 Mer-
chant Street, Vacav-
ille, or email Susie at

wreathpro-
ject@yahoo.com.
For more informa-

tion about the Wreath
Project and fund-rais-
ing for the annual
wreath-laying event,
check out our website
at www. wreathpro-
ject.org or join the
Facebook page:
Wreath Project (Sacra-
mento Valley National
Cemetery).

Thank you again for
your continued sup-
port of this terrific
community project,
and spread the word!

CURTIS and SUSIE
STOCKING

Pizza sales
will benefit
junior class

Don’t forget to stop
by the Pizza Factory
booth this Friday dur-
ing the Earthquake
Festival! All proceeds
will go to the Junior
Class of 2013.

KEVIN LANE
Junior Class secretary

How about
anti-gang
zeal?

I hope the communi-
ty will finally come out
of denial (about local
gang activity) and for-
mulate a solution with
the same zeal used
against power lines,
Burger Kings, and so-
lar farms. Your fine
newspaper has a criti-
cal role as well. Once
gangs become en-
trenched (through citi-
zen apathy and igno-
rance) the community
will never be the same.

Step One: Tax our-
selves for two more po-
lice officers.

MARK WILSON

Timely quote

Political talk is a
constant for the Win-
ters Express, and
rightfully so. But re-
member the politi-
cian’s bottom line: get
reelected. That in-
tense focus leads to
corruption, smoke and
mirrors, confusion,
and integrity loss.

The reason I'm now
writing about politics
is because of the re-
cent, untimely death of
one of the most insight-
ful writers of our time,
Harry Browne. As a
young man, | was posi-
tively influenced by
his book, “How I
Found Freedom in an
Unfree World.” In a
later book, he cuts
through the thicket of
political misinforma-
tion about the actions
of central government.
Following is an impor-
tant and timely Harry
Browne quote from
that book, “Why Gov-
ernment Doesn’t
Work.”

“The Founding Fa-
thers had good reason
to limitthe federal gov-
ernment to a few sim-
ple functions. They
knew that government

See LETTERS, A-5

out pretty well.

know.
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close.
Have a good week.

CHARLES R. WALLACE

OPINION

't have a lot of family traditions. Sure,
we get together during the holidays, but
we switch around from one side of the fami-
ly to the other. We don’t have that giant fam-
ily reunion that you see on television or
read about in newspapers. Sherriand | are
trying to establish a bi-annual family vaca-
tion, and with only eight of us, it isworking

FAM ILY TRADITIONS. Our family does-
n

Last Saturday, | made my annual trip
down to Stockton to attend Bob Graf’s birth-
day bash. I’'m not sure how many years I've
been attending, but this has been going on
for most of Bob’s married life, starting
when he lived in Oroville. Some people re-
fer to the party as the Wiffle Ball Tourna-
ment, butitis really a celebration of Bob’s
birthday. He’s 67, just in case you wanted to

The party has changed over the years.
There is still good food, cold beverages, lots
of Grafs and other guests, but it seems to be
slowing down, just a little. Some come for
the company, a chance to catch up with
friends, but some live for the Wiffle Ball
Tournament. This may be a little plastic
ball with plastic bats, but it is pretty com-
petitive. Teams are drawn, supposedly at
random, but after the first round, players
seem to get drafted onto winning teams. By
the end, there are a lot of good players on
each team, and | suspect, some players
placed on injured reserve to clear roster

Bob no longer plays, and after waking up
with a small pulled muscle in my calf, my
years of playing may be numbered. How
can you hurtyourself standing around a
ball field? Remember, in Wiffle Ball you

I invited my family along this year. | knew
Laura and Rance could play and the cutest
grandson around can hit like no other three
year old you’ve ever seen. | was looking for-
ward to watching Brett hit during the tour-
nament. A lot of kids participate, awhole
new generation of Grafs are showing up,
and if they are under eight years old they
can play, but their at bats don’t count. Lots
of fun watching the kids hit, or try to hit, as

Brett took a few mighty swings and hit the
ball out of the infield, impressing the great
athletes in attendance. There have been
other young batters that impressed this
crowd over the years and Brett is just the
latest of his generation. The Great Spider
Thomas, who is usually the Wiffle Ball com-
missioner, made the statement that there is
finally a Wallace that can hit. | took excep-
tion, telling him that my father could hit.
Hitting ability must have skipped a few gen-
erations according to Spider. Spider made
Brett the MVP of the tournament, much to
the angst of his sister, Jenna, who thought
she should have been nominated. Maybe

All of the Graf girls where there, Anna
traveling from Milwaukee, while Peaches
and Katey live close by. There are plenty of
uncles and aunts, grandparents and
cousins and second cousins at the party. I'm
thankful that I get invited to this party. Itis
areminder of how families are supposed to
be. As the generations expand nothing
seems to change, just the age of the people

I would be remissifl didn’tcommenton
Joanna Graf beaming over her grandchil-
dren, Finn, Rory and Payne. Future Wiffle
Ball hall of famers all. They may not be as
cute as my grandchildren, but they are

QUICK

Earthquake Street Festival just one of the things Chamber does for Winters

Before focusing on
all things medieval,
let’s chat about this
week’s big event first.
The Earthquake
Street Festival is Fri-
day, and plenty of work
and worry went into
making this year’s fes-
tival happen. This is
not only an end of the
summer ritual for our
town, but a homecom-
ing—or homeleaving?
— of sorts. People re-
turn to Winters to visit
friends and family,
and it’s often the last
time college-bound
students will see each
other before heading
off to school.

Ever wonder what
the Chamber does for
our community? Come
downtown this Friday
and see for yourself.
The Festival is one of
the things that make
our town so special.
Want to help make it
even more special?

Run for a Chamber
seat this fall. Details
about open seats will
be soon to come. | plan
to stick with the Cham-
ber board for another
year, and would love to
see the Chamber con-
tinue to refocus itself
on advocating for and
supporting our local
business community.
One big change
you’ll see this year is
that the Chamber will
not be doing the annu-
al Teacher Apprecia-
tion Barbecue in Sep-
tember. The Chamber
certainly appreciates
our teachers and
hopes they, and the
school district, will re-
member to purchase
locally for classroom
supplies and activities
to help support the
businesses that sup-
port so many school
and youth functions.
That said, however,
the Chamber board re-

alized that businesses

are rightly our target
population. So, inade-
cided effort to use our
limited resources to
focus on the business
community, the board
decided to hold a
Chamber Member Ap-
preciation Mixer in
November instead. If
you're a Chamber
member, prepare to be
appreciated! If not —
it's easy to join. Just
call the Chamber of-
fice, 795-2329. Right off
the bat, with your new
membership, you’ll be
eligible to vote in our
board election, and
run for a seat if you
wish.

AS our

local busi-

DEBRA DeANGELO

=¥ BECAUSE
[ SAY SO

ness community goes,
so goes the rest of the
community. Support
our businesses when-
ever you can, and get

involved with the
Chamber.
Another entity to

support in town: our li-
brary. 1 twisted my
own arm and visited
the library this sum-
mer, challenging my-
self to read whatever
I've checked out be-
fore it’s due. (Hey. I'm
a journalist. | can’'t ac-
complish anything
without a deadline.)
It’s not that 1 didn’t
like the library, it’s
that | don’t like bor-
rowing books. Once
I've read a book, | feel

attached to it. | can’t
stand to give it back.
But, given my less-
than-six-figure in-
come here at the Ex-
press, my desire to
read outweighs my
ability to purchase. So,
despite the sweet sor-
row of parting with
books I've developed a
relationship with, I've
been visiting the “new
arrivals” shelf at the
library lately. It was
there | discovered my
new favorite author,
Rachel Cusk. Want to
read a great novel?
Check out (literally)
“The Bradshaw Varia-
tions.”

Also at the library,
I've discovered some
wonderful people. Li-
brarian Toni Mendieta
and Yolo County’s Rur-
al Libraries Branch
Manager, Sara Fergu-
son were amazingly
helpful in assisting me
inbringing the Garden

Goddesses, Kami
McBride and Spring
Warren, to town last
week for an author’s
visitand book signing.

Sara made the whole
process so easy and
smooth. | really wasn'’t
aware that anyone,
even just a lowly citi-
zen like me, can re-
serve that beautiful
meeting room and of-
fer a free program to
the community. Even
better, the room is
completely equipped
with projection fea-
tures you can show
right from a laptop —
which the library can
also provide!

Be it festivals or li-
braries, I'monce again
struck by what a great
little town this is, and
appreciative of all the
folks who've made it
so. Volunteers rule.

See you on Friday.
And save some oysters
for me!
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people to come. One
thing they’re missing
is a great place to
stay.”

The council ap-
proved his request for
a citizen advisory
committee for the pro-
ject, which will in-
clude one council
member, a planning
commission member,
and some key business
and property owners.

Donlevy will bring a
timeline to the Sept.
20 meeting. He is nego-
tiating with business
property owners along

Railroad.
Council member
Mike Martin cau-

tioned that the pro-
poser should have the
financing in place, “to
make sure the project
doesn’t fall apart.”

“We have five solid
groups out there ex-
pressing interest,”
said Donlevy. “We will
know rapidly the gen-
uine interest in this
project. Four or five is
great, but we could do
additional marketing
to getthe RFP out. The
broader we can get
this, it will do us jus-
tice — banks are not
going to loan it.”

“I’'m surprised at the
number of rooms,”
said Martin. “l think
parking is going to be
a large issue, with
over 100 cars, and for
events also.”

“Naysayers are al-
ways saying it's never
going to happen,” said
councilmember Cecil-
ia Aguiar-Curry. “I'd
like to see it happen.
Having it downtown
goes along with the
philosophy of preserv-
ing our historic inner
core. However, |
would like to have the
RFP be respectful of
the property owners
that are there.”

EDAC
The council held a

LETTERS

Continued from page A-4

is coercion — and that
coercion is a danger-
ous weapon. They be-
lieved that whatever
coercion seemed nec-
essary should be ad-
ministered very close
to home, where citi-
zens could keep itfrom
getting out of control.
... (We need to either
get politicians off our
back) or resign our-
selves to government
getting larger and larg-
er, taxes becoming
more and more op-
pressive, Social Secu-
rity taxes rising and
rising, and the debt be-
coming more and more
of a burden on our
children.”

ED DAWKINS

Letters policy

The deadline for Let-
ters to the Editor is noon
on Mondays for publica-
tion that week.

Letters may be mailed
or hand-delivered to The
Winters Express, 312
Railroad Avenue, Win-
ters, CA 95694, or
emailed to news @win-
tersexpresscom.

Letters should not ex-
ceed 500 words. Do not
use all capital letters.

We reserve the right to
editor rejectany letter.

Letters must be legi-
bly signed by the writer,
or if emailed, must indi-
cate the writer’'s name.
We may withhold writer-
s’ names from publica-
tion upon request if
there is a legitimate rea-
son, such as fear of
reprisal or retribution.
We reserve the right to
determine legitimacy.

Letters submitted
anonymously will not be
printed.

public hearing and
unanimously passed a
resolution to adopt
the Grant Avenue De-
sign Guidelines
(GADG), which Com-
munity Development
Director Nellie Dyer
explained with a Pow-
erPoint presentation.
The GADG covers The
Grant Avenue corri-
dor, from 1505 to Rail-
road Avenue.

The guidelines are
the work of the Eco-
nomic Development
Advisory Committee
(EDAC), a committee
of eight, including
Lisa Baker, Wade Cow-
an, Joe Castro, Bill Bi-
asi, Bill Hailey, Sandy
Vickrey, Chris
Turkovich and Debra
DeAngelo, created
last winter. Dyer
praised the work of
the group, and partic-
ularly the fast turn-
around, including 13
meetings held with
staff in the spring, in-
cluding two public
workshops at the Com-
munity Center.

“Some of the expec-
tations,” said Dyer of
the workshops, “in-
clude maintaining
Winters’ small town
character, small scale
buildings with strong
architectural orienta-
tion, the encouraging
of a Winters unique
scale and character,
as well as thoughtful
architectural design
— not boxes with cos-
metic attachments.”

The expectations
became the basis for
the report.

The report utilized
photos extensively, to
graphically explain
design principles. It
covered six sections:

~ Site Planning.

~ Architec-
ture/Building Design.

~ Connectivity.

~ Signs.

~ Lighting.

~ Landscaping.

Martin asked if this
will make it easier for
developers to get
through the permit-

ting process.

“lI believe it will,”
said Dyer. “It is as spe-
cific as we can get and
still have some flexi-
bility.”

“1 really like the vi-
sual aspect of this,”
said Mayor Woody
Fridae. “A picture is

worth a thousand
words.”

Bike race
The council ap-

proved the Winters
Education Founda-
tion’s request for a
street closure to hold
their fundraiser bike
race, called the Win-
ters Criterium, on
Sept. 18. The organiza-
tion expects 400 to 500
riders to participate.
They notified busi-
nesses and residences
along the route, and
secured the signa-
tures of most, but not
all.

The plan calls for 18
course marshals along
the route, which runs
along Main, First,
Abbey, Second and
Edwards streets. The
marshals will each re-
ceive one hour train-
ing. The group does
not expect to need as-
sistance from the Win-
ters Police Depart-
ment, other than if
cars need to be re-
moved.

Group member Kurt
Balasek said the race
last year raised $6,000
for the schools.

“We hope to raise
that significantly this
year,” said Balasek.
“We moved it to Sun-
day to accommodate
businesses. They defi-
nitely were impacted.
A lot of them will be
closed on Sunday.”

Martin asked if the
marshals could stop
the race in an emer-
gency.

“Yep,” said Balasek.
“This is supposed to
be a win-win for the
community.”

“Good signage is im-
portant,” said Fridae,
“even the week be-

fore.”

David Rangle of 105
Abbey Street asked
for a change in the
route.

“I'm an emergency
response person for
the railroad,” said
Rangle. “I have to re-
spond at literally all
hours of the day or
night. “Last year, | in-
curred a delay of 40 to
45 minutes and that
delay in repair cost
$40,000.”

“This is the first I've
heard of this,” said
Balasek. “l apologize.
I will give you two or
three phone numbers -
one will be me.”

“l need to get out
quickly,” said Rangle.

Marijuana
dispensaries
The council held a
first public hearing
and voted unanimous-
ly to adopt an ordi-
nance amending the
municipal code to pro-
hibit the establish-
ment of businesses
that are prohibited by
state or federal law.
With this action, Win-
ters joins many Cali-
fornia communities in
effectively outlawing
marijuana dispen-
saries, because they
are not allowed by fed-
eral law. Currently,
dispensaries are not
allowed under the
terms of a one-year

city moratorium.

The staff report cit-
ed as reasons, difficul-
ty in regulation, a his-
tory of abuses of the
law by dispensaries
and the load these out-
lets have put on local
police departments in
cities that allow them.

“We lack the re-
sources to regulate or
respond appropriate-
ly to the increase in
crime these appear to
bring,” said City Attor-
ney John Wallace.
“Yolo County has is-
sued a total of 46
cards. We do not think
its necessary.”

“We don’t have

enough resources out
on patrol,” said Win-
ters Police Lieutenant
Sergio Gutierrez.
“With issues that are
symptomatic of a dis-
pensary program like
this. Essentially, we
can’t handle it.”

Redevelopment

The council held a
second and final hear-
ing of an ordinance for
the city to comply with
the “Voluntary Alter-
native Redevelop-
ment Program” in or-
der to permit the con-
tinued existence of
Winters Community
Development Agency
(redevelopment).

The state recently
effectively shut down
redevelopment agen-
cies in California with
one law, AB 1x 26, and
allowed a conditional
continuation of the
program with another,
AB 1x 27.

The continuation
will require what Don-
levy called “extor-
tion,” the payment of
what Winters esti-
mates will be $524,942,
as well as yearly pay-
ments of what Donlevy
called “a shakedown
of over $125,000, or
something other than
that.”

Last week, the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court
agreed to hear the is-
sue of the constitu-
tionality of this in a
suit brought by the
California League of
Cities and the Califor-
nia Redevelopment
Association. The court
enacted a temporary
stay, a small positive
development in the
fight to keep redevel-
opmentalive.

“The bottom line is
this gives us a period
of time where we can
keep our options
open,” said Donlevy,
“and we are not re-
quired to pay the ex-
tortion money until
January.”

The ordinance
passed unanimously.

Pool report

City pool manager
Justin Hyer gave a
very positive report of
the 2011 summer pool
programs.

“It's been a good
year when | can come
up here and say
there’s been no drama
or trauma,” said Hyer.

Hyer reported the
program had imple-
mented a parent re-
view program, so par-
ents could provide
feedback.

“It was extremely
positive, 99 percent of
the time, but there
were a few construc-
tive criticisms,” said
Hyer. “No accidents
were larger than what
a Band-aid could han-
dle. We didn’t have to
close the pool one day
this year because of a
chlorine related is-
sue.”

“Enough can't be
said of school mainte-

nance staff, Gary
(Castillo) and Rick
(Garcia),” said Don-

levy. “They are dili-
gent and are dialing
thingsin.”

“It'sbeenajoytosee
the program go from
the town’s largest
baby-sitter to an epi-
center of community
activity,” said Hyer.

City Director of Ad-
ministrative Services
Nanci Mills spoke
highly of Hyer’s work
as director.

“It's been a real
pleasure having
Justin as the pool
manager this year,”
said Mills, “and he has
stepped it up so much.
Without a recreation
coordinator, we need-
ed that so much.”

The next city coun-
cil meeting will take
place Tuesday, Sept. 6,
at 6:30 p.m., at council
chambers in City Hall.
Anyone may attend
city council meetings,
whih are held on the
first and third Tues-
day of each month.



A-6 — Winters (CA) Express, Thursday, August 25, 2011

Community

Streetscape project
expands to alley

The work on the
north side of the inter-
section (from Eagle
Drug to Metro PCS) is
well underway and
should be reopened
this week. The inter-
section will be closed
starting late Wednes-
day, Aug. 24, and re-
main closed most of
Thursday for the
paving of the middle of
the intersection. The
intersection should be
reopened by Friday,
Aug. 26.

Work on the mid-
block crossing is well
under way, with the
work in the middle of
the street completed
and the middle of the
street reopened to ve-
hicle traffic. The mid-
block crossing work
has shifted to the out-

Streetscape work began on

side (i.e. parking
spaces and sidewalks).
Pedestrian access to
all businesses will be
maintained through-
out the streetscape
work.

This week (the week
of Aug. 22) work began
on the phase of the
streetscape work
where the alley
(Newt’'s Expressway)
intersects Railroad
Avenue. The entrance
to the alley from Rail-
road will be closed to
vehicle traffic while

under construction.
This piece of the
streetscape project

should take about 10
days to complete.

For more informa-
tion, contact Dan
Maguire, 795-4910, ex-
tension 118.

Photo by Debra DeAngelo
Railroad Avenue and

“Newt’s Expressway” this week.

Our Idol

Photo by Debra DeAngelo

Winters singer Allie Griffey, 17, won the Yolo
Idol contest at the Yolo County Fair in Wood-
land on Aug. 18 (below, courtesy photo). There
were 20 contestants and a three-way tie for first
place for the first time ever. A sing-off was held,
and each contestant sang a second song to de-
termine first, second and third place, and Grif-
fey came out on top. Her first song was “Rollin’
in the Deep” by Adele, and her tie-breaker was
“Before he Cheats,” by Carrie Underwood. Grif-
fey will defend her championship title at the
Winters Has Talent contest, which takes place
at 7:30 p.m. at the Earthquake Street Festival on
Friday, Aug. 26, on downtown Main Street in
Winters. The festival runs from 5-11 p.m.

Input on hazard
mitigation sought

Every five years, the
local Multi-Hazard
Mitigation Plan is up-
dated and submitted
to Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA). The plan ad-
dresses threats from
potential hazards and
identifies possible
strategies to reduce
impacts.

Thisyear, Yolo Coun-
ty, the cities of Davis,
West Sacramento,
Winters and Wood-
land, the Yocha Dehe

Wintun Nation, Yolo
County Housing, and
the Yolo County Office
of Education are com-
pleting a combined
plan, a pulbic survey
to identify the commu-
nity’s concerns about
hazards.

The survey can be
found online at
www.yolocounty.org.
Paper copies of the
survey are also avail-
able locally at the City
Hall, 318 First Street
in Winters.

Main Street

62 Shams Way

Streets.

conference room

Express calendar,

ambes FLiIC

Calendar

Friday, August 26
Earthquake Street Festival, 5-11 p.m.,
downtown Main Street and first block of East

Wednesday, August 31
Winters Downtown Business Forum, 6
p.m., Root Stock, 22 Main Street

Ongoing
Thursdays: Winters Rotary Club meeting,
noon, The Buckhorn; Bilingual Storytime, 6:30
p.m., Winters Community Library; Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting, 8 p.m., 305 First Street.
Sundays: Alcoholics Anonymous meeting,
9 a.m., 305 First Street
Tuesdays: Alcoholics Anonymous meet-
ing, 6-7 a.m., 305 First Street
Wednesdays: Soroptimist meeting, 7 a.m.,
call 795-4631 or 795-2828 for location informa-
tion; Narcotics Anonymous meeting, 7 p.m.,

Upcoming events

Chamber Board of Directors meeting, Fri-
day, Sept. 9, Chamber office (Winters Visitors
Center, 11 Main Street), 7 a.m.,

Chamber Mixer at Tomat’s Restaurant,
Monday, Sept. 12, 5:30-7 p.m.

Winters Criterium Bike Race, Sunday,
Sept. 18, Main, First, Abbey and Second

Winters Business Forum, Thursday, Sept.
22, registration, 7:30 a.m., Community Center

Festival de la Comunidad, Saturday, Sept.
24,5-10 p.m., Rotary Park

(To list your non-profit local event on the Winters
email
news@wintersexpress.com or call 795-4551.)

This community calendar is sponsored by:

A PILLAR OF STRENCTH

Wemens Frovsaonr CesTeEn
48 Muin Strest, Winkers CA 05601
(530} Ta5-4501
wnivd, tha s oy bank. com ﬂ

information to
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Skydiving ‘Specktacular’
raises ALS research funds

Special to the Express

“People do many
things to raise aware-
ness for important is-
sues, like running,
walking or biking
many miles to find a
cure for a devastating
disease,” says Skydiv-
ing for ALS co-organiz-
er Jenna Jae Temple-
ton. “To raise aware-
ness and funds to cure
ALS, we’ll be jumping
out of airplanes.”

Amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS) is a fa-
tal, progressive neuro-
muscular disease. It
can iIimpact anyone.
There are no racial,
ethnic, or socioeco-
nomic boundaries,
and it is very rarely
hereditary. The aver-
age life expectancy is
two to five years post
diagnosis. There is no
cure.

Determined to raise
$15,000 towards find-
ing a cure for ALS

(most commonly
called Lou Gehrig’s
Disease), the Speck-

taculars, a team com-
prised of friends, fami-
ly and co-workers of lo-
cally renowned singer-
songwriter Cathy
Speck, will be walking
for their cause at the
Oct. 1 at the Sacramen-
to Walk to Defeat ALS.

But first, on Sunday,
Aug. 28, the 2nd Annu-
al Skydiving For ALS
with the Specktacu-
lars will take off, just
like a plane, at Sky-
dance Skydiving.

“Everyone is invited
to either skydive or
come and hang out,
have a picnic and
watch your friends fly-
ing toward earth,” says
Cathy Speck. “The pur-
pose of this event is to
raise awareness for
ALS and raise money
so that the Specktacu-
lars can give a bounti-
ful contribution to the
ALS walk.”

Everyone, jumpers
and non-jumpers alike

MEETINGS

Continued from page A-1

Committee’s recom-
mended maps. (Note:
the board may tenta-
tively give direction to
staff concerning a fi-
nal ordinance which
will define the revised
district boundaries.)

~ Sept. 27: Possible
final approval of re-
vised map, second
reading of associated
ordinance and final
adoption of revised
district boundaries; or
first reading of alter-
native ordinance if re-
quested by the board
at the Sept. 13 meeting.

~ Oct. 11: If needed,
second reading of al-
ternative ordinance
and final adoption or
revised district bound-
aries.

On Feb. 1, the Yolo
County Board of Su-
pervisors established
an advisory committee
to assist them in the
process of updating
the supervisorial dis-
tricts, as required by
law. Under state law,
the Redistricting Ad-
visory Committee was
required to make its
recommendations to
the board of supervi-
sors no later than Aug.
1. The Redistricting
Advisory Committee
has submitted three
maps for considera-
tion. which can be
found on
www.yolocounty.org.

State law also re-
quires that the board
of supervisors adopt
revised district bound-
aries by Nov. 1. The
adopted district
boundaries will take
effect for the June pri-
mary elections for Su-
pervisorial Districts 1,
4 and 5.

are encouraged to at-
tend this celebration.

One of five in her
family impacted by
ALS, which stands for
amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis, Cathy was
diagnosed only
months after losing
her brother Larry to
ALS. Having lost her
mother Dorothy to

ALS at the age of 13
and most recently her
brother Paul last May,
Cathy is well educated
about the disease and
has spent a lifetime
coping with its devas-
tating impact and ad-
vocating for its cure.
The Speck family

See SPECK on page A-12

Courtesy photo
Cathy Speck (in the red jump suit) takes to the skies in last year’s “Specktacular” sky-
diving event to help raise ALS research funds. This year’s event takes place on Satur-
day, Aug. 28, at 10 a.m. at Skydance Skydiving, located at the Yolo County Airport.
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Gearing up for the Earthquake Festival, Business Forum, more

Three things this
month: government
relations, fundraising,
and business oriented
events. These are the
three main things the
Chamber of Commerce
has been focused on
this month. Hard to
believe, with all the
time that’s been devot-
ed to the preparation
and last-minute stuff
that comes with the
Earthquake Street
Festival. If you haven't
seen the new banner
(thank you to Creek
Side Signs), the festival
is this Friday, Aug. 26.

Government relations:
The Chamber has been
working with a group of
concerned Fifth
District residents and
the Yolo County Farm
Bureau regarding the
redistricting of Yolo
County. This is a big
deal to many in the
Fifth District, both resi-
dents and businesses. It
is not an easy battle,
and there will be a pub-
lic hearing regarding
this issue at the next
Yolo County Board of
Supervisors meeting on
Tuesday, Sept. 13.

It was also brought to
the Chamber’s attention
late last week that a par-
ticular business friend-
ly bill with regards to
the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA)
was being held up in the
system. After research-
ing and making some
phone calls, | found that
the bill was not just
held up, but essentially

it LINE

killed

in committee. 1
am following up with
the bill’'s author to find
out what the plans are,
but it doesn’t look good
for the bill to become
law during this session.

Fundraising: The
Chamber has been
working for the better
part of this year on
gearing up for the
Earthquake Street
Festival, and this event
is not only a great
fundraiser for the
Chamber, but a great
community event. It
brings in people from
all over, and even
brings some people
back to Winters who
have moved out of town.

This year, many of the
local nonprofits and
school groups have ven-
dor booths and are
looking for the commu-
nity’s support. We're
looking forward to see-
ing everyone out there
on Friday.

Special thanks to all
of our Sponsors for this
event: KUIC 93.5 FM,
Pacific Ace Hardware,
V. Santoni & Co., Solano
Construction, Wiscombe
Funeral Home, Lester
Farm’s Bakery, Milton
Carpenter Funeral
Home, El Pueblo Meat
Market, Round Table

_ A THE BOTTOM
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Pizza, Yolo Federal
Credit Union, and Linn
and Paul Myer.

Business oriented
events: Your Chamber
has been busy putting
together several events
that are geared to get
information, resources
and customers to your
business. We’'ve been
doing this through our
Business Breakfast
meetings that have had
guest speakers on top-
ics that directly affect
your business and can
help improve market-
ing, increase resources
to lending and business
education, and also
provide timely updates
from the City of
Winters.

An upcoming event
is the first Winters
Business Forum, on
Sept. 22, featuring top-
ics on how the new
healthcare legislation
will affect your busi-
ness, what's new with
Worker’s Compensation
in California, health
and wellness in the
workplace and how to
manage stress.

The Chamber/Visitors
Center has also put
together a new tri-fold
brochure for Winters,
produced with the
tourist in mind and in

particular, what attrac-
tions there are for them
to do. This was a result
of our first Ag
Exploration tour, and
we’re planning on the
second tour in October.

With that in mind, we
invite all business own-
ers in the downtown
area to come to a
business forum on
Wednesday, Aug. 31, at 6
p.m. at Root Stock. We
want to build a strong
business-to-business
referral network of
Winters businesses.

The bottom line is
this: We don’t want the
business community to
just survive — we want
it to thrive! We can only
do that if we all work
together.

Chamber Calendar:

~ Friday, Aug. 26:
Earthquake Street
Festival, Downtown
Main Street, 5-11 p.m.

~ Wednesday, Aug. 31:
Winters Downtown
Business forum, Root
Stock 6 p.m.

~ Friday, Sept. 9:
Chamber Board of
Directors meeting,

Chamber office (Winters
Visitors Center, 11 Main
St.), 7a.m.

~ Monday, Sept. 12:

Chamber Mixer at
Tomat’s Restaurant,
5:30-7 p.m.

~ Thursday, Sept. 22:
Winters Business
Forum, registration,
7:30 a.m., Community
Center

Downtown
business
owners
invited to
agritourism
meeting

The Winters Chamber of
Commerce and Winters
Visitors Center invite all
downtown business owners
to participate in an informa-
tional meeting about the new
“Ag Exploration Tours” and
how local businesses can
benefit from, and participate
in, these tours. The meeting
is at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Aug.
31, at Root Stock, 22 Main St.

Fall is full of local festivals
and events that connect the
bounty of our local agricul-
ture to local merchants.

“Please join us and find out
how you can get involved in
the buzz and excitement that
is growing in our downtown,”
says Ana Kormos, agri-
tourism committee member.

“This is a very important
meeting with the hopes of
getting the downtown busi-
nesses to work together to
promote Winters when
tourists come to town,” says
Al Aldrete, Chamber execu-
tive director. “The meeting
is geared to the businesses
that cater to the tourists with
the hopes that afterwards, an
action plan will be made to
show tourists everything our
town has to offer.*

For more, call
Chamber at 795-2329.

the
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RESPONSE

Continued from page A-1

hours of depositions
taken from past and
current board mem-
bers, school district
staff and community
members.

Before Friefeld took
the podium to de-
scribe the process and
answer questions,
Maguire took a few
moments to express
his pleasure at the

creation of a “work
product that... fully
demonstrates our

commitment to in-
tegrity, honesty and
fairness” and his con-
fidence that accep-
tance of the report
“will help us put this
chapter behind us and
allow us to refocus the
district’s tremendous
energy and resources
on our important mis-
sion: student learn-
ing.”

Friefeld described
the process and para-
meters of his work
with the committee,
which he said was lim-
ited the “the four cor-
ners of the Grand Jury
Report” and which
“avoided conclusions
about the personal
motivations” of any in-
dividuals involved in
the areas under inves-
tigation. He empha-
sized his belief that
everyone to whom he
spoke was “factual
and honest” in their
responses to his ques-
tions.

The final response
concurred with the
major findings of the
Grand Jury, particu-
larly in regard to the
findings with the most
serious legal implica-
tions, the hiring with-
out proper disclosure
of a consultant who
was romantically in-
volved with the dis-
trict’s hiring authority,
the superintendent.
Further compounding
the issue was the mis-
demeanor redaction
of a public record doc-
ument, which appar-
ently served to ob-
scure that relation-
ship.

When asked Dby
Trustee Rob Warren
who had blacked out
the portions of the
document that was de-
livered to a member of
the public via a Public
Records Act request,
Friefeld replied that
he did not know.

There were points
on which the commit-
tee’s findings did not
entirely mesh with
those of the Grand
Jury and they were
noted and explained,
but those focused on
details and specifics
rather than on broad
findings and in the
end, a discussion that
might have been ex-
pected to be lengthy
and perhaps even con-
tentious was short and
cordial, and ended
with no more change

to the draft than the
notation of a typo-
graphical error and a
request by Trustee
David Hyde to be con-
sistent in the use of
terminology.

Trustee Mike Olivas
expressed his appre-
ciation of the ad hoc
committee’s work pri-
or to the motion to ac-
cept the draft as final
with the noted correc-
tions made. The mo-
tion was accepted
with a unanimous
voice vote and, ac-
cording to Maguire on
Monday of this week,
was transmitted elec-
tronically and in hard
copy to the presiding
judge on Friday.

Not present to vote
on the response was
Trustee Matt Brickey.

Public comment on
the response came
from Traci Calvert,
who thanked the
board and cautioned
them to “remember
the past when you are
looking to the future,”
and from Dianne Beat-
on, one of the com-
plainants in the Grand
Jury investigation,
who noted that “the
complaint was only a
last resort” when oth-
er avenues of commu-
nication between the
district and the public
had failed. Beaton
called upon Hyde and
Brickey, as the two re-
maining members of
the previous Board, to
offer “a public apolo-
gy or resignation.”

Superintendent search
One of the recom-
mendations from the
Grand Jury was that
“the board should
consider discipline
for the designated em-
ployee (the then-su-
perintendent) whose
actions created a con-
flict of interest with
WJUSD in connection
with awarding a con-
sulting contract.”

The response states,
“It has been imple-
mented. The designat-
ed employee has re-
signed.”

Gillespie’s resigna-
tion has created for
the trustees the major
task of finding new
leadership for the dis-
trict. Maguire spoke to
the possible tension
between “doing it
right and the urgency”
of accomplishing it in
atimely manner, when
the district is facing
another year of fiscal
difficulties.

Options before the
trustees included the
assignment of a cur-
rent administrator as
interim  superinten-
dent and immediate
commencement of a
search process; re-
cruitment of an inter-
im leader from out-
side the district and
immediate com-
mencement of a
search; or recruitment
of an interim superin-
tendent from outside
the district and a de-

ferral of the search
process in order to se-
lect a new individual
to begin service at the
start of the 2012-2013
school year.

Public comment be-
fore the discussion
was taken up by the
board emphasized the
need for careful selec-
tion of the next perma-
nent district leader
but with different ap-
proaches to the inter-
im situation.

Beaton said that in
light of the events of
the past two years, it
was important to
choose the temporary
leadership from out-
side the district.

“It’'s important that
we see a difference,”
Beaton asserted.

Tecera Philbrook,
vice-principal at Win-
ters High School,
urged the trustees to
take their time in se-
lecting a new superin-
tendent, but felt that
“it is helpful to have
Em on board” because
of her knowledge of
the workings of the
district. Director of
Educational Services
Emilie Simmons is
currently serving as

Acting Superinten-
dent.
Simmons’ recom-

mendation as acting
superintendent was
that a current admin-
istrator be the inter-
im.

Trustee David
Reynoso recounted a
conversation he had
with Yolo County Su-
perintendent of
Schools Jorge Ayala,
in which the county
chief recommended
hiring an interim as
soon as possible to
“avoid overextending
current administra-
tors.“ Ayala and
Reynoso were con-
cerned that Simmons
was being “stretched
too thin” and there
was a question of the
“ripple effect” of mov-
ing Simmons from her
Educational Services
position, thereby cre-
ating another opening
that would need to be
filled.

Simmons comment-
ed that she would like
to know soon how the
position will be filled,
saying that she has
“concerns about the
other aspects of my
job” which are not be-
ing fully attended to as
she helps to head the
district.

Maguire noted that
“we are fortunate that
the district office
team is as strong as
they are. That buys us
some time, knowing
that things will be cov-
ered.”

Nonetheless, Olivas
said, there are budget
workshops looming on
the near horizon in
preparation for likely
further austerity, and
“we need an experi-
enced leader.” Olivas
also spoke to the need
to develop as quickly

as possible the crite-
ria for interim leader-
ship to guide the se-
lection. Simmons pro-
vided the board with
relevant sections of
district policy regard-
ing the recruitment
and selection process.

Rominger moved
and the board agreed
to begin a process “to
recruit and select an
interim  superinten-
dent from  within
and/or outside of the
district.” The board
will revisit the crite-
riaand process in Sep-
tember.

Reports and other

business

Simmons reported
that the opening day of
school went smoothly
and that enrollment
was slightly higher
than anticipated.
Chief Business Officer
Gloria Hahn cau-
tioned everyone pre-
sent not to get too ex-
cited about enroll-
ment numbers, howev-
er, as no-shows had
not yet been cleared.
Hahn said that more
accurate counts
should be available
this week.

Maguire spoke fa-
vorably of the Solano
College community fo-
rum held that after-
noon at the district of-
fice, and of the ongo-
ing work toward col-
laboration between
SCC and WJUSD.

The president also
announced the budget
workshop scheduled
for the board at its
Sept. 1 meeting.

“We need to start on
this sooner than later.
It doesn’t look good.”

A proposed resolu-
tion dedicating a strip
of land on the north-
ern edge of the Wag-
goner School property
to the City of Winters
for sidewalk construc-
tion was sent back for
further work. Olivas
said the documents as
written could leave
the district without
adequate access on
that side of the prop-
erty.

The final annual at-
tendance report for
the 2010-11 school
year was also present-
ed, showing a decline
of 47.78 ADA from the
previous year, and
will therefore gener-
ate less money in Cali-
fornia State Lottery
funds in the coming
year. Lottery money is
the only funding that
is based on ADA.

The board also ap-
proved the annual ap-
plication for Class
Size Reduction funds
for grades K-3.

The next regularly
scheduled board
meeting begins at 6:30
p.m. in the Walnut
Room at the district
office on Thursday,
Sept. 1. The meeting is
open to the public.

French Express

Courtesy photo
Robert Fischer brought I'Express to the Royal
D’Amboise chateau while touring France this sum-
mer during the month of July.

Co-Dependants Anonymous
starting Step Study Group

The Davis group of
Co-Dependents Anony-
mous is starting of a
Step Study Group. The
group meets every Sat-
urday morning from
9:30-11 a.m., and begin-
ning Sept. 3, the for-
mal meeting will end
at 10:30 a.m. followed
by Step Study Group
from 10:30-11. Anyone
is welcome to attend
one or both meetings.

The study group pro-
vides a structured way
to work the 12 Steps,

especially for those
who do not have a lo-
cal CoDA sponsor.
CoDA's goal is recov-
ery from co-depen-
dence and the devel-
opment and mainte-
nance of healthy rela-
tionships. Yolo County
meetings: Saturdays
9:30-11 a.m., Davis
Lutheran Church, 317
E. 8th Street; Fridays
7-8:30 p.m., 435 Aspen
Street, Woodland. For
more information, call
Barbara, 753-2868.
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SHAKE

Continued from page A-1

p.m., local musicians
Joey Sanders, Nick
Hawley and Carlos
Figueroa, known col-
lectively as the band
“Egg,” will play clas-
sic and progressive
rock and blues.

Los Charros Los Ca-
porales will bring
south of the border
flair to the festival at
6:30 p.m., with authen-
tic ballet folklorico
and lariat perfor-
mances, as well as live
mariachi music. The
group is a Youth Day
parade favorite, led by
former Winters resi-

dent Abdon Loza. Fea-
turing traditional
dancing and lariat
performances from
several regions of
Mexico, the group
aims to preserve Mexi-
can traditions and
heritage.

Winters Has Talent
has become a high-
light of the Earth-
quake Street Festival,
and in this third annu-
al event, singers Stor-
mi Norfolk, Isabella
Quintana and Tessa
Rawlinson will take
on defending champi-
on and this year’s Yolo
Idol winner Allie Grif-
fey for top talent hon-
ors. The winner will
receive $100 in “Win-
ters Bucks” and brag-
ging rights for the
most talented gal in
town.

Following Winters
Has Talent is the main
attraction — a street
dance with the Time
Bandits, known for
their big, brassy sound
and classic rock and
R&B hits. Booties will
start shaking on the
asphalt dance floor at
8 p.m., right up to the
end of the festival at 11
p.m.

While non-stop en-
tertainment unfolds at
one end of the block,
the rest will be filled
with a variety of food,
crafts booths and chil-
dren’s activities and
bounce houses, as
well as one of the main
draws, the ever-popu-
lar Chamber of Com-
merce beer booth. Be-
yond Main Street,
many local businesses
and restaurants will
have special items
and activities offered
for the hundreds of
people who head
downtown to send
summer off in style.

Al Aldrete, execu-
tive director for the
Winters Chamber of

Commerce, explains
that a lot of hard work
has gone into this

year’s festival.

“We have been work-
ing on this event since
March,” says Aldrete.
“We changed the way
we take in vendors
this year by opening
up to local vendors
first. This gave our lo-
cal businesses and or-
ganizations a two-
month head start be-
fore we accepted any
vendors from outside
of Winters. We wanted
to make sure our local
community members
had an upper hand in
participating in the
event. It worked — out
of 30 booth spots, 12
are local businesses
and Organizations.”

Besides giving local
groups a bigger oppor-
tunity to participate
and raise funds, Al-
drete notes that the
festival has a new
Main Street banner
this year, created by
Creek Side Signs, and
notes that festival
chairman Dan
Maguire kept the com-
mittee on task, with
help from Chamber
board member Linn

Myer and board presi-
dent Debra DeAngelo,
who coordinated the
entertainment.

Aldrete notes the
festival’s importance
for the Chamber.

“The Earthquake
Street Festival is the
largest fundraiser for
the Chamber of the
year. The funds from
this event help the
Chamber to put on oth-
er events, like Busi-
ness Breakfast meet-
ings and monthly Mix-
ers, and pay for Cham-
ber staff.”

He also notes the
growing popularity of
the annual event.

“In the past the
Earthquake Street
Festival has attracted
over 1,500 people to
the Main Street of
Winters. This show-
cases Winters and its
businesses. Many peo-
ple who have been to
the festival come back
to Winters throughout
the year for its charm
and character.”

Returning festival
fans may note a differ-
ence in the configura-
tion this year because
of the ongoing down-
town streetscape con-
struction project, and
parts of the festival
will take place across
Railroad Avenue in
front of Rotary Park.
The band stand will be
placed midway on the
first block of Main
Street, facing east,
and the children’s ac-
tivities will be across
the street on East

Main.
The Earthquake
Street  Festival is

sponsored by the Win-
ters Chamber of Com-
merce. For more in-
formation about the
festival, sponsorship
or vendor booth space,
call the Chamber, 795-
2329.

SPECK

Continued from page A-8

has a rare SOD1 genet-
ic mutation, E133A,
which runs on her
mother’s side. Each of
Cathy Speck’s siblings
has a 50 percent
chance of inheriting
the gene. Recently, two
of her nephews were
married and were
planning families.
The fear of passing on
the gene weighs heavi-
ly on their future
plans.

Cathy insists that fu-
ture generations of
children should not
have to endure the rav-
aging effects of ALS.
Her courage and
strength is unprece-
dented as she loses
mobility with each
passing day.

“There are so many
spectacular ways to
get people pumped
about the October 1st
Walk to Defeat ALS,”
says Speck. “Here in
Davis, our favorite way
to raise ALS aware-
ness is to raise the roof
and take to the skies
and... Skydive!”

Once again, the
Specktaculars will be
at Skydance Skydiving
on Sunday, Aug. 28,
starting at 10 a.m.,,
signing up people who
want to join Team
Specktacular, find out
more about the Walk,
learning more about
ALS, and getting peo-
ple excited as they
help folks with ALS
and their loved ones.

While many will sky-
dive, Cathy Speck and

Jenna Jae Templeton
will surely keep the
party on the ground
rockin’ like an earth-
quake. Last year 27
people skydived, in-
cluding Cathy who
does “not like heights
at all, but had a blast
and would do it again
if possible.”

This year, they are
expecting more, so

sign up ASAP.
“If you change your
mind later,” says

Cathy, “you can hide
your face in a blanket
and come join us at the
picnic anyway.” Most
of the information is
on this Skydance web-
site link: http://www.
skydanceskydiv-
ing.net/PURCHASE_N
OW.HTM

Food is available on
site at The Boogie
Shack, featuring tri-
tip, pulled pork sand-
wiches and vegetarian
specials including
pumpkin or spinach

Naan stuffed with
mushrooms or lentil
curry. All food is

homemade and made
with fresh ingredients
sourced from local or-
ganic farmers. Prices
average $5-7, and $3-4
for beer. Cash only.
Outside food and
drink are also wel-
come.

Skydance is located
at the Yolo County Air-
port a few miles east of
Winters on County
Road 31. There will be
group discounts, so
anyone interested in
participating alone or
as a group can email
Jenna Jae Templeton,
jtempleton42@gmail.
com, to get involved.

About ALSSAC

The mission of
ALSSAC (ALS Associ-
ation, Greater Sacra-
mento chapter) is to
lead the fight to cure
and treat ALS through
global, cutting-edge
research, and to em-
power people with
ALS and their fami-
lies. Visit WWW.
alssac.org for more in-
formation.

R

Photos by Debra DeAngelo

The littlest ones have the biggest moves every year at the Earthquake Street Festival,
from beginning to end. Practicing for the hula hoop and limbo competitions at 5 p.m.
are, from left, Jahair Manzo, Victoria Banuelos and Sophia Tolley. Below, youngsters at
last year’s festival bust a move or two as the Time Bandits get the grove going for the

street dance.

Swimming pool open through Labor Day

The Bobbie Green-
wood Swim Center
will be open for recre-
ation swim on week-
ends through Labor
Day weekend from 2-5
p.m. Summer swim
passes will be hon-

ored. The daily swim
pass will remain $1
per person per day.
Adult Lap Swim has
been extended
through October. The
swim hours will re-
main the same, 6-7:30

p.m., Monday through
Friday, and 9-11 a.m.,
Saturday and Sunday.
Swimmers can pur-
chase a monthly pass
at City Hall or at the
pool for $50. The daily
drop-in rate is $5.
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Sports

Three cheers for the spirit squad

The Winters High
School Varsity and
JV cheerleading
squads planacar
wash/yard sale
fundraiser on
Saturday, Aug. 27,
beginning at8a.m.
on the high school
campus near the
picnic tables.
Funds raised

will help the
cheerleaders pay
for transportation,
uniforms and cheer
camp.
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The Varsity

squad (above)
includes Valya
Harmen (front),
Prestlie Pearce
(top) and, from left,
(middle) Kimi
Bowen, Sarah
Selby, Paige Wright,
Sarena Cliche,
Shannon Sinkovich
and Taylor
Hofstrand.

The JV squad (at
left) includes
Britney Abarca (top)
and, from left,
Alexis Torres,
Melissa Nitzkowski,
Jessica Skaggs,
Karina Prado,
Ashley Mendoza,
Isabella Quintana
and Christina Olton.

Photos by
Debra DeAngelo

The Warriors are
ready for battle

In the pool, on
the courtand on
the field, Winters
High teams are set
to start season

By ERIC LUCERO
Express sports

The 2011-12 school
year is up and running
and the Winters War-
riors fall sports are
more than ready to get
their season started.
You can pretty much
plan on there being a
volleyball game, a
swim meet or a foot-
ball game four days a
week. The volleyball
team typically plays
on Tuesdays and

See WARRIORS, page B-6

Come one, come all
foursomes to the first
Winters High School
Booster Club golf tour-
nament and tri-tip din-
ner, to be held at Wild
Wings golf course on
Sunday, Sept. 25.

The tournament will
be a  four-person
scramble. Prizes will
be given for longestdri-
ve, closest to the pin,
best team score and
best mixed foursome
score (no more than
two players).

Go, Warriors!
Good luck
this season!

Photo by Debra DeAngelo

Winters High Varsity volleyball players Haley Tober, at
left, and Destiny Rogers work on serving at practice last
week, which was the first week of school.

Booster Club plans golf tournament

The entry fee is $70
per person or $260 per
foursome (includes 18
holes of golf, cart, tri-
tipdinner and prizes.

Donations to the
Booster Club and
sponsorships for the
tournament are wel-
comed: $500 MVP

Sponsor (includes
four golf entries), $250
All League Sponsor
(includes two golf
entries) and $100 Hon-
orable Mention

For more details,
contact Debbie Geerts
at 867-1662 or band
dgeerts@yahoo.com.

EI LPL Financial

Kevin B Cowan, Registered Principal
CA Insurance Lic. KID17040
228 San Luis 5t « Woodland, CA 95895
530.68135642 office * 530.405.1519 fax
ksvin.cowan®ipl_com

Nicole Martinez

Nicole Martinez, a junior on the Winters
High School varsity volleyball team, is athlete

of the week.
Coach Stacie

season.

“l think Nicole has made a significant
change in the last two weeks,
said. “She is really putting a lot of effort into
volleyball and that is what makes the differ-

ence.”

Velazquez
impressed with Martinez’s work ethic and the
improvements that she has made in the early

has been

Velazquez

$10.00 Off Any Smog Inspection

'95 and older, vans, HD, RVs extra
Must present this ad at time of write up (Expires 9/30/2011)

Master Auto Technicians: 1

Complete Auto Service
Check Engine Light Diagnosis
A/C Service / Repair

Smog Inspections/ Repairs

$25.00 Off
A/C System

Service

Railroad Ave. & Grant Ave.

- 795-9966
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Schools

RISE wraps up summer activities

By McKAYLA FERREIRA
RISE

Founded in Esparto,
RISE opened a satel-
lite office in Winters
seeking to help the
community in provid-
ing assistance not lim-
ited to employment,
clothing, utilities, rent,
and healthcare.

RISE in Winters
focuses on youth devel-
opment programs, and
this summer facilitated
several small group
and outreach and
engagement programs.

RISE kicked off the
summer with a three-
day camping trip to
Bodega Bay where stu-
dents learned how to
camp and engaged in
several team-building
activities.

On Mondays and
Tuesdays, students
could join the RISE
staff team for team-
building games and
outdoor activities at
Fun in the Park at the
Yolo and City Park.

On Tuesday after-

noons in conjunction
with the Winters
Healthcare Founda-

tion, students joined a
cooking class to build
knowledge of healthy
eating habits and end-
ed the summer with a
farmers market.

When asked what stu-
dents would remember
most, Marlen Guzman
responded, “l can't
believe how much sug-
ar is in all the foods we
eatand don’teven real-
izeit.” Lesly Rodriguez
commented on ‘“how
important it is to cut
and be careful doing
it” Many students
found that they actual-
ly enjoyed eating veg-
etables and Valerie
Soto commented, “I
really liked eating and
cooking with jicama.”

On Wednesdays, mid-
dle school students
explored neighboring
skate parks while
challenging them-
selves through person-
al goals. Pushing their
limits to see how much
they could accomplish
in one summer,

students like Sierra
Moreno left saying,
“I'm confidentand I re-
ally like riding... And |
love that I candrop into
bowls.” Yovany Lopez
commented, “Never
say never ... | realized
that | could do things |
didn’tthink I coulddo.”
These students built
their confidence In
themselves realizing
that by putting their
mind to something and
working hard, they
could achieve.

On Wednesday morn-
ings at the beginning of
summer, the crafts and
science group met at
the Winters Communi-
ty Library to partici-
pate in several crafts
and science activities.
From mobiles to rain
sticks, students partici-
pated in group activi-
ties and crafts led by
RISE staff and high
school volunteers. For
the rest of summer, par-
ticipants joined the
mentoring group for
local exploration.

The mentoring group
began with local fit-
ness activities. Stu-
dents hiked at Lake
Berryessa on the five-
mile Blue Ridge Trail,
where Jackie Plasen-
cia commented, “lIt was
probably the hardest,
yet, coolest thing | did
all summer.” Other
trips included the Sky
High indoor trampo-
line center in Sacra-
mento and bowling at
the UC Davis Memorial
Union.

At the conclusion of
each trip, students
reflected on how to
modify these activities

for elementary stu-
dents. The mentors
then created trips

including a scavenger
hunt around Winters,
another at UC Davis,
and a final trip to the
community pool. On
each of these trips,
the mentors learned
means of successfully
working with younger
kids, each week
reflecting on what
worked, what didn't,
and how to improve.

On Thursdays, RISE

Courtesy photos

At a camping trip in Yosemite National Park, above, are RISE participants, from left, Elizabeth Villagomez,
Agustin Villagomez, Oswaldo Garnica, Viviana Vazquez, Edgar Chavez, Pedro Jiminez, Sierra Moreno,
Anthony Davis, Morgan Weiss, Marlen Guzman, McKayla Ferreira, Anthony Ferreiraand Pedro Jiminez.

had two exploration
programs. The middle
school Explorer U
group explored local
areas like the UC Davis
campus in an interac-
tive scavenger hunt of
the campus monu-
ments, built on team-
work in laser tag, and
collaborated with an
Esparto RISE summer
program for abarbecue
in Capay Valley. They
also learned about
bees at UC Dauvis,
explored the San Jose
Tech Museum, and
attended an Oakland
A's baseball game.

The high school
college exploration
group explored college
campuses and college
living at UC Davis, UC
Berkeley and CSU
Sacramento. Each
week, students evaluat-
ed the colleges and
compiled an idea of
what they would prefer
their college life to be
like.

High school students
seeking experience
with kids joined the
mentoring group

Black Belt is a state of mind

By SIFU LOUIE JAVIER
Javier Martial Arts

On April 7, 2007,
Devin Lindsey, son of
Mike and Jacqueline
Lindsey, started his
training at a very young
age in our beginners
ninjas class. On July 28,
2011, after four years,
he earned his first
degree Black Belt.

To us, being a Black
Belt is not just a belt
that goes around our
waist — it's a state of
mind, attitude and per-
sonal excellence. In
order to succeed at
Javier Martial Arts, we
must use the three As
as basic requirements:
1. Attitude, (positive), 2.
Attendance, (consis-
tency), 3. Ability (100
percent effort) and we
don’t get rewarded for
bad behavior. These
key factors contribute
to our students’
progress.

Goal-setting is a nec-
essary road map for a
successful life. On the
road to Black Belt,
Devin has gained the
experience and feeling
of success by earning
progressively higher
ranks in his martial
arts career. He will
take this knowledge of
life skills and self-dis-
cipline, and apply it to
the rest of his life.

Devin is a martial
artist who makes him-
self do what he needs
to do, not what he

wants to do. There is
no doubt he will suc-
ceed at what ever path

Courtesy photo

Devin Lindsey, who earned his first degree Black
Belt, poses with Sifu Louie Javier.

he takes in life.
Congratulations,
Devin Lindsey.

Having fun
during a
RISE outing
are, from
left, Carlos
Mejia,
Alexis
Delgado,
Omar
Garnica,
Yovany
Lopez,
Sierra
Moreno
and Edgar
Chavez.

participants in youth
development training
at the Winters and

Davis libraries, the
Sierra Health Founda-
tion, and on a four-day
trip to Yosemite
National Park. In these
training sessions, men-
tors explored personal
core values and
learned how to posi-
tively interact with stu-
dents and parents.
Mentors, having pre-
pared all summer, will
lead small groups of

students in homework
and reading assis-
tance, team-building
activities, crafts and
science projects, and
outdoor games during
the Success Program
starting September in
conjunction with the
Winters Community
Library.

For information on
ways RISE can help
you or your family, call
or visit the office, 794-
6000; 312-A Railroad
Ave.

Public hearing planned

The Yolo County Board of Education will
hold a public hearing on Tuesday, Aug. 30,
at 5:05 p.m. at the Yolo County Office of Ed-
ucation, Conference Center, 1280 Santa
Anita Court, Suite 120 in Woodland.

This public hearing is being held to
encourage participation by parents, teach-
ers, members of the community, and bar-
gaining unit leaders on the stipulation of
the State Instructional Materials Program,
and the sufficiency of instructional materi-
als in the Yolo County Alternative Educa-
tion Programs, Grades 9-12.

Anyone may attend.

Back To
School

Open Enrollment
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Entertainment

Walker comes to Palms

Joe Louis Walker, one of
the most heralded blues
artists of our time, will
perform at 8:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 2, at The Palms,
13 Main St., Winters.

Walker’s career started
nearly 40 years ago in San
Francisco when he be-
friended Michael Bloom-
field and, at the age of 19,
found himself opening for
touring blues veterans
Freddy King, John Lee
Hooker, Muddy Waters
and others, developing
his unique style while

playing with and listening
to these legendary per-
formers. Along the way,
Walker also found himself
singing in gospel groups
for a 10-year stint, reflect-
ing the breadth and depth
of Walker’s blues genius.

Tickets are $20 at Pacif-
ic Ace Hardware in Win-
ters, Armadillo Music in
Davis, Watermelon Mu-
sic’s branch in Woodland,
online at tickets.com, and
at the door if not sold out.
More: 795-1825, palms
playhouse.com.

Courtesy photo

Bluesman Joe Louis Walker will perform at The
Palms at 8:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 2.

TempFest features local wine industry

Local wineries,

tasting

Gordon Rowland and Cather-

rooms, wine shops and restau-
rants will kick off a celebra-
tion of the first “International
Tempranillo Day” on Thurs-
day, Sept. 1. The celebration
will continue throughout the
Labor Day weekend.

Berryessa Gap Vineyards,
Turkovich Family Wines,
Root Stock Specialty Gifts
and Tasting Room, and Main
Street Cellars have organized
a citywide celebration in hon-
or of International Tem-
pranillo Day, a festival initiat-
ed by TAPAS (Tempranillo

Advocates, Producers, and
Amigos Society).
The goal of Winters’

“TempFest” is to educate con-
sumers on and expose them to
Tempranillo and other Iber-
ian wines. The foothills west
of Winters are proving to be a
great location to grow and
produce Tempranillo, and
TempFest is designed to
allow visitors to experience
numerous local variations of
this stunning Iberian red
wine.

Participating wineries and
businesses encourage wine
enthusiasts and inquirers
alike to come to Historic
Downtown Winters for Tem-
pranillowines, live music and
good food. Classical guitarists

ine Altamura will be touring
the local tasting rooms from 5
to 8 p.m. Thursday evening.

Berryessa Gap will feature
a Tempranillo wine flight
including its 2008 Rocky
Ridge Tempranillo, a San
Francisco Chronicle Top 100
wine. In addition to the wine
flight, Berryessa Gap will
serve Pedrozo Dairy’s North-
ern Gold cheese, locally
cured olives, Lester Farms
dried fruit and Martinez
roasted nuts.

Turkovich Family Wines
will offer a special tasting of
its Reserve 2009 Tempranillo,
which has yet to be released.
Turkovich also will have
Spanish hors d’oeuvres to
complementits wines.

Root Stock Specialty Gifts
and Tasting Room will host
local Winters residents and
home winemakers Chris Rose
and Jeff and Penny Upping-
ton, both of whom make Tem-
pranillo from locally sourced
grapes (Thursday evening
only). Route 3 Wines will be
on hand throughout the week-
end to taste and sell its Iber-
ian white wine, Albarifio, a
rare treat. Gift items from
Spain will be on special all
weekend.

Main Street Cellars will

Nature’s Theater tryouts set

Teenagers and young
adults ages 13-25 are
invited to audition for
the Nature’s Theater
production, “Junky’s
Last Stand,” at 10 a.m.
Saturday, Aug. 27, and
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug.
30, at Davis Community
Church, 412 C St in
Davis.

As part of the Cool
Davis Festival, the per-
formance takes place
at the Veterans’ Memo-
rial Theater on Oct. 16,
with possible follow-up
shows at local elemen-
tary schools. The focus
of the festival cele-
brates Healthy Path-
ways to a Low Carbon
Life and is sponsored
by many civic and pri-
vate organizations.

“Junky’s Last Stand”
teaches kids about food
choices. Junky wants to
convert kids into junk

food slaves, but when
he meets young Char-
lotte and Sabrina and
their friends, he’s in for

asurprise.
The characters in-
clude Junky (lead),

Charlotte and Sabrina
(leads), Seymour (wise
man), Tommy Zuchini
(hero with a Brooklyn
accent), Zelda (sings;
spunky hero, Brooklyn
accent), Beatrice (sings;
farmer), and smaller
roles for those with less
experience.

Bring sheet music to
audition for a singing
part. Actors can earn
community service
hours for participating.

The tentative re-
hearsal schedule is
Thursday afternoons
and Saturday morn-
ings. For an audition
time, email jfalyn@
naturestheater.org.

have a healthy supply of both
domestic and imported Tem-
pranillo wines with special
promotions all weekend. Dur-
ing your visit to Main Street
Cellars, enjoy Marcona al-
monds and Spanish jamoén.

While celebrating in Win-
ters, visitors are invited to
share their experiences
through social media using
the hashtag #tempranilloday.

Winters restaurant specials

Ficelle will serve tradition-
al Spanish paella on Thurs-
day night along with an
assortment of Tempranillo:
an imported Tempranillo
wine, Berryessa Gap Vine-
yards & Turkovich Family
Wines Tempranillo.

Preserve Public House has a
special hot sandwich, Chorizo
and Manchego Press. This sand-
wich includes housemade
Spanish chorizo, fig preserves
and Manchego cheese on pande
mie served with aside of chilled
gazpacho. They will pour
Turkovich Family Wines Tem-
pranillo and Berryessa Gap’s
Rocky Ridge Tempranillo.

Putah Creek Café will have
traditional Spanish paella
to be served alongside
Turkovich Family Wines &
Berryessa Gap Vineyard’s
Tempranillo.

Theatre Company plans
auditions for ‘Fruitcakes’

The Winters The-
atre Company will
hold auditions for
“Fruitcakes,” a
comedy by Julian
Wiles, at 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 2-4, Fridays
and Saturdays at 8
p.m. and Sundays at
2p.m.

Roles are avail-
able for adults and

Sept. 6 and 7, at the several children

Winters Communi- ages5to 15.

ty Center, 201 Rail- For more infor-

road Ave. mation about Win-
Performanceswill ters Theatre Com-

take place Nov. pany or audition-

18-19, 25-27 and ing,call 758-3025.
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Loud snoring can
signal sleep apnea

DEAR DR. DONO-
HUE: | have sleep ap-
nea. Before being
treated by a sleep spe-
cialist, I was very
sleepy during the day
and had no energy. My
specialist prescribed
a mask that pumps air
into my nose. It helps
somewhat. Later a
friend told me about
Provigil. It makes me
feel much better, but |
am not 100 percent.
What else could help
me? —J.K.

ANSWER: “Apnea” is
Greek for “no breath-
ing.” Sleep apnea is
periods during sleep
when a person stops
breathing for 10 or
more seconds. There
can be five to 30 or
more such spells
every hour. Quite of-
ten, an apneic period
is preceded by snor-
ing that gets progres-
sively louder and
louder. At the end of
the no-breathing
episode, the person
grunts and half-wak-
ens and then starts
breathing again. This
fragments sleep and
leaves the person
sleepy and without
energy the next day.

The problemliesina
narrowed passageway
for air as it travels
through the throat en
route to the lungs. Re-
dundant throat tissue
blocks the natural air-
flow.

Weight loss is one
way to get rid of excess
throat tissue, if one is
overweight. Don’t
drink any alcohol from
the evening meal on,
because it relaxes
throat tissue.

The mask you wear is
called CPAP (continu-
ous positive airway
pressure). It delivers
airunder pressureso it
can pass through the
obstruction in the
throat. Don’t abandon
it.

You can ask your
dentist about fashion-
ing a device that
keeps the jaw forward
during sleep. That
opens the throat too.
Stick with your
Provigil, since it’s
working for you.

There are a number
of surgical procedures
that can pare excess
tissue from the back of
the throat. And there
isanewremedy called
the Pillar Palatal Im-
plant System. It con-
sists of three small,
plastic rods inserted
into the back part of
the upper palate to
keep it propped up.

by Paul G. Dorohue, M.D.

For some, a droopy
palate obstructs air-
flow.

Since you're doing
pretty well with the
way things are going
now, you might not
want to upset things
with any more treat-
ment.

*xk
DEAR DR. DONO-
HUE: | am a 68-year-
old male in excellent
health who exercises
regularly, but | have
trouble sleeping for
more than five or six
hours a night. To get
the desired seven to
eight hours of sleep,
I've been taking a
sleep aid (diphenhy-
dramine), and have
not noticed any un-
pleasant side effects.

Are there any long-
term problems with
taking this sleep aid on
a frequent basis? —
S.P.

ANSWER: Diphenhy-
dramine is one of the
first antihistamines to
be marketed. One
brand name is Be-
nadryl. Sleepinessisa
side effect of most of
the early antihista-
mines. In other words,
you take the medicine
for its side effect of
drowsiness.

Millions of people
have taken this drug
since it was first mar-
keted. You can take it
onaregular basis.

Why are you con-
vinced that six hours
of sleep is insufficient
for you? Do you feel
tired during the day
with only six hours? If
you feel fine or if you
take a nap during the
day, that might be all
the sleep you actually
need.

*kk

Dr. Donohue regrets
that he isunable toan-
swer individual let-
ters, but he will incor-
porate them in his col-
umn whenever possi-
ble. Readers may
write him or request
an order form of avail-
able health newslet-
ters at P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-
6475.

(c) 2011 North America
Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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The summer camp from hell

When | was around
10, my parents decided
that it would be good
for my brother and me
to go to summer camp.
We were living in
Topeka Kansas and
the YMCA camp was a
couple of hours by bus
out into the middle of a
swampy nowhere.

What possessed my
parents to send their
chubby, shy, insecure
and non-religious son
to Christian camp, |
will never know. Nev-
er having been away
from my family, the
horror began as soon
as my brother left to
be with the older boys
and | was taken to my
cabin and shown the
pee stained bunk that
I would call home for
the next few weeks.

It had already been
a long day and | was
hungry, so thankfully
itwas dinner time and
we were shown to the
large mess hall. Hav-
ing been seated at a
long wooden table
and food placed in
front of me, | was
ready to start eating,
but that would be too
easy. You see this is
where I first started to
learn about “The fear
of God” because at
that firstdinner aran-
dom boy was asked to
lead the 100-plus peo-
ple in saying “grace”
before the meal. | did-
n't even know what
grace was so for the
rest of the two weeks |
was scared to death
that I would actually
be one of the chosen
few.

This being summer
camp, our days were
filled with what were
supposed to be fun out-
door activities. Hikes
— | didn’t have the
right shoes, couldn’t
keep up and was
always out of breath.
Team games like cap-
ture the flag — | was
the last one picked and
had to guard the flag.
Bow and arrows — |
just couldn’t get the
hang of it. Now it was-
n't all bad, there was
one activity that was so
cool “marksman-
ship.” Hand a 10-year-
old boy a loaded
.22-caliber rifle and
watch out.

The one activity that
I was good at was
swimming, but the
camp didn't have a
pool. We swam in a
small lake that was
more like a big pond. It
had a small beach, a
lifeguard tower, and
about 100 feet out
there was a raft with a

EDMUND LIS

diving board. The rest
of the pond was sur-
rounded by trees,
weeds and reeds right
up to the water’s edge.

The first few times
was fun doing the usu-
al kid stuff, splashing,
throwing mud, and
just keeping cool. On
the third day, | was
almost to the raft
when the lifeguard
starts yelling “Snake,
everyone out of the
water!” | froze. Snake,
what do you mean,
snake? | couldn’t com-
prehend it. My mind
went blank. After
what felt like an eter-
nity, | started swim-
ming as fast as | could
back to shore only to
realize that everyone
was yelling at me to go
back, back to the raft.
It seemed that the
snake, and not just
any snake but a “Poi-
sonous Cotton Tongue
Water Moccasin” had
cut off my retreat. |
don’t know if it’'s pos-
sible but 1 think I
pooped my trunks,
had a heart attack,
and walked on water
all at the same time
because next thing |
knew | was huddled
on the raft with a cou-
ple of other kids who

had made it there
alive.
Eventually they

came out to get us with
a row boat and a rifle.
Needless to say, | did-
n’t go swimming again,
even after we were
told that the snakes
usually stay on their
side of the lake and the
lifeguard now sat with
arifleinhislap.

The horrors contin-
ued: My towel fell off
after a bath and |
stood naked in front of
a big crowd. | broke
the skis while trying
to water ski. Other
kids would attack our
cabin during the
night. And when my
parents came for a
family  visit, they
wouldn’t take me
home even after |
locked myself in the
car. But all that pales
in comparison to the
horror of what came
next.

The morning of our
last full day at camp we
were loaded on busses
and driven out into the
swamps. | started to
hear this rhythmic

HOCUS-FOCUS et
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like
this alternating high
pitch, low pitch chirp-
ing. As we got deeper
into the swamps it got

sound that was

louder until it was
almost deafening. As |

cautiously stepped off
the bus | was handed a

rifle and told “OK boy,
let’s get us some din-

ner.” I still didn’t know

what was going on so |
followed all the other

kids down a trail out

into the swamp. That’s
when | saw them and

discovered what that

weird noise was: frogs.

Hundreds of them, not
little frogs but

just
giant  “bull frogs.”
They were huge, as big
as a dinner plate with
hind legs at least 12
inches long. At the ex-
act momentthat I real-
ized “frog legs” was for
dinner, the carnage

started. Shots rang out

and frogs started fly-

ing through the air. It

was horrifying and |
couldn’t take it, |
dropped my rifle and
ran back to the bus,
stopping just long

enough to puke my

guts out.
That night we had

our farewell dinner of
frog legs that I must

admit kind of tasted
like chicken. | never

got called on to say
grace so | survived my

summer camp from
hell. When |
back about
adventure, the thing
that always comes to
mind is the kids’ rid-
dle: What’s green and
red and goes 100

miles an hour? Why a
frog in a blender, of

course.

For
Edmund’s columns,
visit www.whatsthe
point-edmund.blog
spot.com.
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Pleased
to meet you

Name: Jimmy Ramos
Occupation: IT
professional and small
business owner of That 1

Computer Guy

Hobby: Playing video
games

Favorite thing about
Winters: “Some things
just never change.”
Fun fact: Made itto the
semi-final round of
auditions for Season 13
of CBS' “Big Brother”
show.
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ARIES (March 21 to
April 19) A troubling sit-
uation takes a positive
turnandmovestowarda
resolution that should
pleaseyouandyour sup-
porters.  Meanwhile,
make time to deal with
newdomesticissues.
TAURUS (April 20 to
May20) It'sagoodtimeto
reassess your goals and
consider shifting direc-
tions. Remember to
keep an open mind, and
be prepared to make
changesasnewopportu-
nitiesarise.

GEMINI (May 21 to June
20) Rely on your strong
Mercury aspect to help
you close that communi-
cation gap before it be-
comes too wide to cross.
Asibling or other family
memberhasnews.
CANCER (June 21 to
July 22) You're about to
get off that emotional
roller coaster and start
experiencing more sta-
bility than you've been
used to. This is a good
time to letsomeone new
intoyour life.

LEO (July 23 to August
22) Good news: Atrusted
friendcomesthroughfor
you. Butyousstill need to
shed that last scrap of
self-doubt and once
more become the cool,
confident Cat we all
knowand love.

VIRGO (August 23 to
September 22) Things
shouldbegettingbackto
a less hectic pace. Enjoy
the more peaceful at-
mosphere. You eamed
it But don't forget about
those still-unresolved is-
Sues.

LIBRA (September23to
October 22) Amore posi-
tive family relationship
develops as misunder-
standings are explained
away. A job situation ap-
pears promising, but
check it out before you
actonit.

SCORPIO (October 23to
November 21) Congratu-
lations. That onthe-job
situation is working out
as you'd hoped. Now's a
goodtimetorelaxandto
enjoy the company of
familyandclosefriends.
SAGITTARIUS  (No-
vember 22 to December
21) You might feel as if
you're caughtinanemo-
tional tug-ofwar. But
don'‘tberushedintoade-
cision on either side.
Wait for more facts be-
foreyouact
CAPRICORN (Decem-
ber22toJanuary19) The
Goat's usually high level
of selfconfidence is
brimming over these
days. This should help
you deal with asituation
that you've avoided for
fartoolong.Goforit
AQUARIUS(January20
to February 18) Rela-
tionships become more
intense. But be careful
notto be pushed intode-
cisions you're not com-
fortable with. Remem-
ber: You're the one in
chargeofyour life.
PISCES (February 19 to
March 20) You need to
show more confidence
in your ability to reach
your goals. Make that
long-delayed decision,
and avoid floundering
around in a sea of self-
doubt.

BORN THISWEEK: Al-
though you appear to be
strongly  opinionated,
you can also be open to
other ideas - so long as
they are presented with
logicandclarity.

(©) 2011 King Features
Synd, Inc.
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Confianza perdida

En México larealidad es que siempre Vivi-
mos con desconfianza, no podemos conce-
bir que haya algo llamado confianza. No a
nivel de pueblo, de pais. Eso si, confiamos
en la familia, en los hijos, confiamos en los
amigos. A nivel personal no hay problema.
Pero a nivel pais, a nivel trabajo, a nivel
mentalidad como pueblo, somos completa-
mente desconfiados del préjimo.

A todos les pedimos comprobantes de lo
que dicen, pedimos pruebas irrefutables.
No porque seamos desconfiados por natu-
raleza. No nacemos asi. Lo que pasa es que
nos hemos hecho asi a fuerza de tanta tram-
pa entre nosotros. Por ejemplo, si usted vaa
declarar algo ante una autoridad en Méxi-
co, seguro le van a pedir pruebas. Compro-
bantes. Originales, o copias apostilladas y
notariadas.

Por ejemplo si en un documento su nom-
bre aparece como Fco. En vez de Francisco,
iah, ya se puede esperar que se la hagan de
tos! Ese “no es usted,” “es un fraude,” “falsi-
ficacion,” etcétera. Y se metera en proble-
mas para comprobar que no hay trampa.

Esta mentalidad de nosotros contrasta
totalmente con la mentalidad aqui de los
americanos. En Estados Unidos, usted no
tiene que comprobar nada, con su palabra
basta. Ante una corte, ante una oficina de
gobierno, ante cualquier autoridad, gen-
eralmente basta con que usted levante la
mano derechay jure decir laverdad, sélo la
verdad, y nada mas que la verdad, para que
todo mundo le crea. Porque usted LO JURO.

En algunas solicitudes o formas y con-
tratos siempre hay una clausula que dice:
“Declaro bajo juramento que la informa-
cion que presenté aqui es la verdad.” Hasta
en los contratos paraservicio telefénico. En
Estados Unidos, la palabra de uno si vale.

Y no es que los americanos sean unos
dechados de honestidad, ni que no se sien-
tan tentados a mentir. Muchos lo hacen.
Pero la mayoria se abstiene de mentir, no
por decencia o moral, sino que uno no sabe
silocacharonenlamentiray lo estan dejan-
do ahorcarse a usted mismo.

¢Como estar seguros? Mejor no mienten.
Algunos se la juegan, y mienten. Pero si los
cachan, ya pueden irse encomendando al
santo de su devocién. Porque el perjurio, en
Estados Unidos, es un delito enorme.
Gravisimo. Si se descubre que usted mintio,
le puede ir peor que por el delito mismo.

Lodicho, en Estados Unidos, la palabraes
sagrada. Si tu les juras, te creen. Y lo hacen
de buena fe — Los americanos son muy
inocentes — se refia un amigo unavez, luego
de haberle “visto la cara” a un americano.
Se sentia muy orgulloso por la hazana. Se
jactaba que a él nunca lo hacian menso. Yo,
envez de seguirle el juego, me molesté —Si,
y tu abusaste de esa confianza. ;Qué te
traes? ¢ Pues de qué lado estas? Me reclamaé.

Lo que pasa es que por esa actitud ahora
nos tienen a muchos mexicanos por men-
tirosos, le dije. Y es cierto. En el pais, cada
vez menos americanos creen en nuestra pal-
abra. Cada vez més agencias de gobiernoy
oficinas estan pidiendo pruebas “irrefuta-
bles” de que nosotros decimos la verdad.
Como dijimos, no es que nazcan desconfia-
dos. Es que tanta trampa los esta haciendo
asi. Lo peor es que no piden pruebas a otros
americanos, sino solo a los mexicanos.

¢Discriminacion? No creo. Mas bien una
palabra peor: desconfianza. Algun dia
escuche comentarios de funcionarios que
decian que a causa de tanto fraude
empezaron a pedir mas papeles, mas prue-
bas, para estar seguros de la informacién.
Como ven somos Nosotros mismos que nos
cortamos la confianza.

Obama ;Contra quién?

La carrera presi-
dencial ya comenzé,
con el presidente
Obama estrenando su
costoso camioén, el ha
comenzado a pro-
mover su candidatura
para repetir como
presidente, si se reel-
ige o nodependerade
los republicanos, vy
digodependerade los
republicanos, porque
ni aun entre ellos
mismos no ha salido
nadie con las cuali-
dades indiscutibles
para candidato a la
Casa Blanca, asi que
si no aparece algun
contrincante que le
pueda ganar a Oba-
ma, lo que tendremos
sera algo asi como
una votacion Paraver
como Obama ha
desempefiado su tra-
bajo. Si la mayoria de
los votantes cree que
las cosas pueden
mejorar con él, se
queda. Si no es asi, se
va.

Obama reciente-
mente cumplié 50
afos, tiene un indice
de aprobacion del 45
por ciento, el 70
por ciento de la
poblacién piensa que
el pais va por el rum-
bo equivocado, por si
fuera poco al pais le
han dado mala nota
con respecto a la
economia, y lamenta-

ser el presidente. EI
mensaje que se les da
a otros paises es muy
claro Estados Unidos
ya no es pais de confi-
ar. Se gastan billones
mas de lo que les
entra en impuestos,
tienen 14 millones de
desempleados, sus
planes para corregir
rumbo no son clarosy
hay una paralisis
politica en Washing-
ton.

Definitivamente no
estamos mejor que
hace tres afios ¢Sig-
nifica esto que
Barack Obama no
sera reelegido? No
necesariamente. Adn
falta saber quién sera
el candidato o candi-
data del partido
Republicano. El fac-
tor carisma es funda-
mental. Pero los
Republicanos estan
obligados a presentar
a alguien que suba
los 4&nimos del pais
y que se presente
como diametral-
mente opuesto a Oba-
ma. Si el retador no es
suficientemente dis-
tinto al presidente
que ya tenemos,
entonces ¢para qué
cambiar?

En tiempos de elec-
ciones lo mas facil en
este caso para los
republicanos, es cul-
par a Obama de la

némicas como la que
estamos viviendo, lo
que los republicanos
deben de hacer es
decir que van a cam-
biar, que soluciones
tienen ellos, deben
de presentar un men-
saje que el pueblo les
crea, hasta el momen-
to ellos no han vendi-
do nada, no han pre-
sentado ni un solo
plan para levantar la
economia, lo dnico
qgue han hecho es ac-
tuar como nifios chig-
uitos, encaprichados
en no dejar trabajar a
Obama, bloqueando
todo lo que pueden
Esta clarisimo que
las préximas elec-
ciones presiden-
ciales no se van a
definir por temas de
seguridad bloquear,y
llevando al pais a un
caos econdmico, del

cual quizd no nos
recuperemos.
Entonces Jqué

decidira la proxima
eleccion? La eco-
nomia y no las guer-
ras seralo que decida
las préximas elec-
ciones, pero recuer-
den que un presi-
dente poco puede
hacer cuando la
economia esta fuera
de control. Un presi-
dente, por ejemplo,
no puede determinar
los gastos y salarios

una ciudad cuantos
impuestos cobrar.

Quiza muchos
pensemos que Obama
puede cambiar las
cosas con solo
ordenarlo, pero asi no
funciona la economia
de un pais, lo que
puede hacer Barack
Obama para mejorar
la economia es muy
limitado. Los Demo-
cratas argumentan
que ellos heredaron la
actual crisis economi-
ca de Bush y que,
sin sus inversiones
sociales y gastos mul-
timillonarios durante
los ultimos tres afios,
hoy estariamos mucho
peor. EI reto de Oba-
ma es enorme: mejo-
rar la economia, crear
empleos y recortar el
gasto, casi imposible
en este mundo tan
globalizado.

La politica también
cambia, si Obama
quiere reelegirse ten-
dréa que mostrar resul-
tados, tiene 15 meses
para hacerlo, si no,
quizapierdalareelec-
ciéon, y no la perdera
contra el candidato
republicano, sino con-
tra el mismo. Ya que si
las cosas siguen asi,
los votantes modera-
dos e independientes
que escogieron a Oba-
ma en el 2008 van a
empezar a ver al otro

blemente Obama es
responsable, solo por

situacion
pero en crisis eco-

del pais,
vada ni

de una empresa pri-
ordenarle a

lado. Justo o no, pero
asi es.

Cambio en las deportaciones

Parece que el presidente
Obama se decidio a hacer cam-
bios en el sistema de deporta-
ciones, que tantas familias ha
separado en los ultimos afos,
no sé si se le hablando el
corazon de ver tantas familias
afectadas, o como buen politi-
co esta medida fue solo para
decirle a los latinos que el si
quiere cambios en el sistema
de migracion, y quiza vaya a
usar esta medida para pedir a
los latinos que voten nueva-
mente por él.

Hace una semana el gobier-
Nno anuncidé que iniciara una
nueva evaluacién, caso a caso,
de todas las personas en pro-
ceso de deportacion. La medi-
da busca evitar la remocién
del pais, de quienes no han
cometido crimenes, pero no
otorga un estatus migratorio.
Hasta 300 mil individuos
podrian ser beneficiados.

Los departamentos de Justi-
cia (D0OJ) y Seguridad Interna
(DHS), formaran un nuevo
grupo de trabajo inter agen-
cias, para ejecutar la revision
de todos los individuos que
ahora se encuentran en pro-
ceso de deportacién y de los
que ingresen al sistema en el
futuro. Se considerara
otorgarles un permiso de

trabajo a quienes se consid-
eren de baja prioridad remo-
cion del pais.

Aunque varias organiza-
ciones pro inmigrantes reci-
bieron el anuncio con alegria,
insisten en que su éxito
depende de como sea imple-
mentado, cuanto demore y
como se regule. Hasta el
momento, el Departamento
de Seguridad Interna (DHS),
no ha entregado mayores
detalles. Fuentes al interior
de la agencia no dieron una
estimacion respecto a cuanto
tiempo demorara el proceso
de revision de los 300 mil
casos.

“Este anuncio se trata de un
analisis de los casos pendi-
entes. Eso va a tardar tiempo,
por supuesto. Si una persona
esta en proceso de
deportacion y considera que
su caso es de baja prioridad,
entonces deberia dejarselo
saber a los individuos que
estan a cargo de su proceso,”
explicé Luis Miranda, direc-
tor de medios hispanos de la
CasaBlanca.

Es importante entender que
sera caso por caso y nada es
automatico. Una de las noti-
cias que hemos leido que son
incorrectas, es que cualquier

persona sin antecedentes
criminales se le suspendera la
deportacién. Eso no es asi.
Cada caso se analizara por su
meérito individual y si existen
situaciones donde personas
sin antecedentes pueden ser
deportadas. Por ejemplo, los
que han sido removidos del
pais previamente. Organiza-
cionesde derechosciviles tam-
bién se han mostrado preocu-
padas por los posibles fraudes,
orientado a las personas que
malinterpreten el nuevo anun-
cio.

Este anuncio no se aplica a
gente que no esta dentro del
sistema de deportaciones.
Existe un peligro de notarios,
llena papeles y consultantes
que incluso les puedan decir
a las personas que se vayan a
entregar a inmigracién, para
obtener un permiso de traba-
jo. No deben tomar ese paso.
No existe ninguna garantia.
Las personas deben estar
atentasencémo sevaaimple-
mentar esta orden ejecutiva
de Obama, y por favor no se
dejen llevar por personas que
les ofrezcan soluciones a su
estatus migratorio, infor-
mense.

Con restricciones

Si el Dream Act de
California es conver-
tido en ley por el gob-
ernador Jerry Brown
sera una ley mas
restrictiva que la que
vetd muchas veces
el ex gobernador
Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger. EI mismo gober-
nador ha pedido mod-
ificaciones a la prop-
uesta para reducir
los costos. Especial-
mente en un afo

presupuestario difi-

cil, es iImportante
limitar el gasto. Miles
de millones de

délares han sido cor-
tados al presupuesto
estatal, y no sabemos
todavia si  habra
necesidad de may-
ores recortes.

Los ajustes que se
haran al Dream Act
contemplan que sélo
se enfoque en dar
ayuda financiera a

los estudiantes grad-
uados de las secun-
darias de California,
también llamados
estudiantes AB540, la
ley que les permite
pagar las mismas
colegiaturas univer-
sitarias que los resi-
dentes legales del
estado. ElI nuevo
Dream Act dejaria
por fuera a los estudi-
antes indocumenta-
dos graduados de es-
cuelas vocacionalesy
escuelas paraadultos
para no agregarle
mayor costo.

El dinero para esta
propuesta no se trata
de un dinero adi-
cional que el estado
tendria que desem-
bolsar sino de una
sumayacontemplada
en el presupuesto
anual de las becas
CalGrants y que se
basa en el conteo de
los estudiantes que
se graddan de la
secundaria. Seria un
complemento a la ley
AB540 y continuaria
la inversion que ya se
ha hecho con esos
estudiantes.

El nuevo Dream Act
daria prioridad para
recibir ayuda fi-
nanciera a los estudi-
antes legales y en ul-
timo lugar quedaria
los indocumentados.
Lo que si es un hecho
es que en los colegios
comunitarios, los
exentaria de pagar
las colegiaturas.

Se trata de un
Dream Act mas re-
stringido pero seria
un avance sobre todo
porque en los cole-
gios comunitarios no
se tendrian que pagar

las colegiaturas; pero
no asi en las universi-
dades donde los estu-
diantes afectados
quedarian como ulti-
ma prioridad para
recibir las becas Cal-
Grants.

El gobernador fir-
mé en julio la ley
AB130, llamada Ila
primera parte del
Dream Act, que per-
mitira a los estudi-
antes indocumenta-
dos solicitary compe-
tir por becas privadas
en las universidades
publicas del estado.

¢.Sevacasar?
¢Did aluz aun bebé?
iAnuncielo en el Express!
iEs Gratis! Llame al 795-4551

Suscribase al
Winters Express,
Hable al 795-4551
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WARRIORS

Continued from page B-1

Thursdays, the swim
team is usually com-
peting on Wednesdays
and the football team
will always be Friday

night lights.
Volleyball: The varsi-
ty volleyball team

coached by new head
coach Stacie Velaz-
quez has been working
hard in the gym for the
past few weeks and will
start its season on Aug.
30 in Oroville. The
team’s first home game
will be against Esparto
on Sept. 6.

“l think my team is
doing a really good job
being a team,” said
Velazquez. “They work
really well together
and aid each other
along. Both the team
and | learn new things
everyday.”

Swimming: Kevin
Chester is once again
at the helm of the swim

team and expects just
as much success this
year as he has had in
the past.

“Our boys team is
very strong,” said coach
Kevin Chester. “We
only lost one swimmer
last year and have a lot
of returnees. Our girls
team should be strong
as well. Last year, we
were league champs
and division runner-up
and, with the help of
some good younger
swimmers coming in, |
think we should be
rightbackinit.”

The Warriors will
start their season on
Sept. 1, in a relay meet
in Red Bluff and will
host their first meet on
Sept. 7 against Chico.

Football: The varsity
football team has been
working out since last
May and will finally get
a chance to play
against somebody with
a different colored jer-
sey this Friday, Aug. 26,
at the Natomas High
School Scrimmage.

Coach Daniel Ward is
looking forward to this
season and the chal-
lenges that it will
bring.

“l am very excited
about this year,” said
coach Daniel Ward.
“We have a great group
of seniors that have
stepped up and taken
on the leadership role.
They have been push-
ing each other hard
and are doing a great
job of leading by
example and showing
the younger players
how to do things the
right way and that’s
exciting.

“This year, we have a
stronger defense that
is not as big but are
more athletic than last
year's defense. Our
offensive line isn’t as
strong as last year. Our
line last year was very
good and thatisanarea
that we have to get bet-
ter in. Keli Callison is
one of the best linemen
in the league and hope-
fully he will make
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The Winters football players go through blocking drills during their preseason

workouts.

everybody else better
around him.

“In the backfield, we
have the best back in
the section with Jacob
Lucero returning. We
also have Kendric
Moore, Jason Pate and
Chris Mayes stepping

POLICE

Continued from page A-2

of Winters, was
arrested on an out-
standing Winters
Police Department
bench warrant charg-
ing him with viola-
tion of probation and
failing to appear for
jail time on a previ-
ous charge of driving
under the influence
of alcohol with a
blood alcohol con-
tent of more than .08
percent. Juarez was
booked at the Winters
Police Department
and transported to
Yolo County Jail for
incarceration.

Aug. 17

~ 12:15 a.m., 100
block of East Grant
Avenue, officers re-
sponded to an audi-
ble alarm. The busi-
ness was found
secure.

~ 9 p.m., 200 block of
Almeria Place, a wal-
let was stolen from an

unlocked vehicle.
Loss: $85.
Aug. 18

~ 10:08 a.m., found

U.S. Currency was
turned over to the
police department.

Aug. 18-19

~ 10:30 p.m. to 7:25
a.m., 100 block of East
Grant Avenue, a rock
was thrown at a win-
dow of a business,
causing it to break.
Damage: $500.

Aug. 19
~ 8:30a.m., 700 block
of Foxglove Circle, a
vehicle was scratched
and a side mirror was
broken. Damage: $500.

Aug. 20
~ 357 am., 1100
block of Washington
Avenue, parties were
involved in a verbal
domestic dispute.

Aug. 21

~ 12:30 a.m. to 11:45
a.m., 800 block of West
Grant Avenue, spray
paint was used to
write graffiti on a resi-
dence and vehicle.
Damage: $500.

~ 1:05a.m., Juan Ser-
gio Montano-Duran,
44, of Woodland, was
arrested for driving
under the influence of
alcohol, being an unli-
censed driver and fail-
ing to provide proof of

insurance. Montano-
Duran was booked at
the Winters Police De-
partment and trans-
ported to the Yolo
County Jail for incar-
ceration.

~ 3:15 a.m., Brooks
R. Holder 111, 41, of
Vacaville, was arrest-
ed for driving under
the influence of alco-
hol with a blood alco-
hol content of more
than .08 percent and
driving at an unsafe
speed. Holder was
booked at Winters
Police Department
and released to a
sober adulton anotice
to appear.

~ 3:30 p.m., 500 block
of Railroad Avenue,
an unknown suspect
attempted to steal
spray paint from a
business.

~ 4 p.m., first block
of Main Street, an un-
known suspect stole
spray paint from a
business. Loss: $31.

Aug. 22

~ 642 am., Jose
Angel Rivera-Hernan-
dez, 27, of Plumas
Lake, was issued a
notice to appear for
being an unlicensed
driver.

FIRE

Continued from page A-2

Camino, grassfire
August 13
~ 100 block of East
Baker Street, acciden-
tal fire alarm pull
August 14
~ 400 block of Plum
Place, medical aid
August 15
~ 100 block of Grant
Avenue, unknown
medical aid
~ 22000 block of
Highway 128, medical
aid victim of afall
August 16
~ 700 block of Dut-
ton Street, medical
aid, possible heart
attack
August 17
~ Northbound 1-505
and County Road 29A,
grassfire
August 19
~ Northbound 1-505
and Highway 128, grass
fire
August 20
~ Monticello Dam,
vehicle fire
August 21
~ 100 block of East
Main Street, medical
aid vehicle accident

up and doing a great
job. Nick Mariani will
return as quarterback
after missing most of
the season last year
due to an injury and,
with his intelligence,
we will be able to do a
lot more things offen-

sively. Itisgoingto be a
dog fight every game.
Our schedule is tough
and our league is
tough. It’'s one of those
seasons that we could
go 9-1 or 1-9. So we are
preparing to win them
all.”






